
LANGLEY MEMORIAL AERONAUTICAL ,LASORA 

Issue 36. Vol. 4 Air Scoop . September 14, 1945 Page l ' 

ARMY TO DIS'CHARGE ALL ACER'S OVER 26· 
DR. WILLIAM 
RETURNS TO 

F. DURAND 
RETIREMENT 

Dr. William Frederick ~r.nd, the 
unques tioned dean 0 f the engineerin g 
profession, has resigned as a member of 
the Committee and returned to retire­
ment. He is one of the foremost au­
thorities on aviation and engineering 
of our time -and at the age 0 f 86, he 

)
still retains his youthful enthusiasm 
and desire to advance the scienc~s of 
which he is an acknowledged master, 

The value of his work in connec­
tion wi th the NACA cannot be over­
estimated_ Beloved and in temationally 
respected, he was one of the founders 
of the Commi ttee. The Lang! ey Labora­
tory was started under his supervision 
and he directed the plans for the first 
wind tunnel here, 

In 1914, he was invi ted to Washing­
ton to 1 ay the groundwork for the 
National Advisory Committee for Aero­
nautics, and was appointed a member of 
the first Committee byPresident Wilson , 
Elected chairman in 1916 and again in 

Continued on Pa ge 6 

LOENING TO CANVASS 
FOR RES EARCH NEEDS 

The Washington Office has announc­
ed that Grover Loening, recentl y ap­
pointed Aeronautical Consultant, has 
been directed to proceed with a survey 
of civil aviation to suggest the addi­
tional lines of research for the NACA 
to follow to be of the greatest useful­
ness to the private plane and airline 
field, 

Loening will embark upon his trip 
t once and will visit all the major 

new airline aircraft developments and 
many new private plane developments in 

the United States and endeavor to ob"tail1 
" cross section of what is fur t her 
needed to add to the safety, usefulness, 
and efficiency of America's aircraft 
for the comin g peace-time e ra, 

Dr. William F. Durand 

NAVY AIR CHIEF 
NAMED TO NACA 

Another in the list of hard fight­
ing " sea dogs", the two-fisted Task 
Force 58 boss Vice-Admiral Marc A. 
Mi t .scher, has been named to the NN::A by 
the Presiden t. Recently appointed 
~puty Chief Qf Naval Operations (Air), 
"Pete" Nitscher is the Navy's leading 
carrier expert who sl~gged his way 
through the Solomons, the Carolines, 
and the P hilippines, right upstairs 
ov e r Tokyo . 

The son of an Osage Indian agent, 
Wisconsin born Mitscher was a member 
o f the Annapoli s class of 1911 , and not 
a too brilliant member at that. His 
career in the Navy was settled when the 
aviation pro g ram was announced and he 
was the thirty-second man to win the 
gold wings of a Naval Aviator, graduat­
ing from Pensacola in 1916. A pilot in 
World War I , he later took part in manv 

cant i nued on page u 

The news that several hundred male 
employees have bee~ anxiously waiting 
to hear came last Tuesday when it was 
announced that all ACER's 26 years of 
age and over will receive their dis­
charges in the near future. 

Mp.n ' who have not seen active 
service will receive their discharge 
through the mail by Decenber 31. Men 
who have seen active service will be 
recalled to active duty by December 31 
for the purpose of receiving their dis­
charge. 

Still waiting for ' some news of 
their fate are a few hundred ACER's 
under 26. Decision as to their final 
disposition is still pending in the War 
Department. 

ADMIRAL McCAIN, 
EX-COMMITTEE 

MEMBER, DIES 
Vice Admiral John Sidney McCain, 

former member of the NACA and Commander 
of the famous Navy Task Force No. 38, 
died of a heart attack at his home in 
Coronado, California, last Friday night. 
He had just returned from the Tokyo Bay 
where he took part in the surrender 
ceremonies. 

McCain, who visited the Laboratory 
with the late Secretary of Navy Frank 
Knox on November 4, 1943, was assigned 
as Commander of Task Force 38 in Sep­
tember, 1944, and replaced on the Com­
mittee by ~puty Chief of Naval Oper­
ations (Air), Vice Admiral Aubrey S . 
Fi tch. 

The 61-year-old McCain, a hard 
chief of the Bureau of Aeronautics, 
then later Deputy Chief of Naval Oper­
ations (Air), was born in Teoc, Mis­
sissippi. After a year at the Univer­
sity of Mississippi, he entered the 
United States Naval Academy and was 
graduated in 1906. During the first 
World War he served with a convoy 
escort aboard the cruiser San Diego and 
was later transferred to the Bureau of 
Navigation as a Lieutenant Commander. 
At the age o f 50, he dec ided that he 

Cont i nued on Paoe S 
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DR . DURAND 

( A n Ed ito r tal) 
By Starr Truscott 

My acquaintance with Dr. Durand and his work began many 
years ago - long before I met him - while he was at Cornell 
Cniversity. In connection with the course in Naval Archi­
tecture that he was giving there, he modified the hydraulic 
engineering flume so that it could be used as a towing tank 
and made experiments on models of the hulls of ships. A 
newspaper account of this work came my way while I was still 
in ' high school .and clinched my determination to be a Naval 
Architect. It is not often that one can put the blame for 
the choice of the line of work which one has followed on 
someone else. When I told this ' story to ' Dr. Durand, he 
admitted that I had a strong case. 

Dr. Durand is now the dean of American engineers. His 
influence on the practice of engineering in this country 
has been recognized for more than fifty years. It has always 
been exerted toward the deve lopment of higher standards in 
education and practice . He has had 'lO table influence in the 
movement to require ' the engineer to take a greater interest 
in the social and economic problems of the country and to 
develop that social side of his profession which, around the 
beginning of the century, it was almost the fashion to 
neglect. 

When he began his active engineering career, most of 
the population of this country liv~d on farms and in small 
towns and industrial development was just beginning. As an 
ensign in the Navy he served on ships made of wood and 
wrought iron armed with smooth bore guns. He saw and took 
an active part in the tremendous growth of our industrial 
power, the change to steel ships and breech loading rifled 
guns and then the development of the airplane and airpower, 
finally jet p'ropulsion and probably the atomic bomb. 

Too many men early become fixed in interests and in 
willingness to receive and act on new ideas. In contrast, 
Dr. Durand has always been notable for his interest in the 
new and his perception of the things to which it might lead. 
This characteristic has appeared in all the varied lines of 
his work in which he' has engaged. Whether it was ships and 
their . propelling. systems, hydraulic installations, great 
dams, al l types of engines - steam and internal combus tion­
and finally aircraft of every type. I well remember meeting 
him at the head of a large group of me'mbers of the Society 
of Mechanical Engineers when they visited Lakehurst to see 
the "Shenandoah" . His interest was thoroughgoing and his 
questions very quickly showed that he had thought about the 
many problems involved in providing mat e rials and in the 
design, construction, and operation of airships. 

During the yea r s in which I have had the privilege of 
knowing Dr. Durand, every meeting has been a pleasure. To 
every discussion of problems he has contributed suggesti ons 
and advice that have proved most helpful. His range of 
interests has been a stimulant to thinking and his delight­
ful personality one to inspire respect and liking. 

For myself and many others, I am sure - the thought that 
we will not have as many opportunities to see and learn from 
this remarkable man will be followed by a feeling of deep 
regret. We shall look forward to the rarer opportunities to 
meet him even more anxiously. 
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Word has just be en 
received from Pittsburg, Pennsylvania, that Arleigh P . 

Helfer of Instrument Research is now the father of a 7 pound, 
9 ounce son, Arleigh, Jr., born September 2. 

Cupid chalks up another . .• 
bull's eye. This time it's Bud Mulac, 19-Foot Pressure 

Tunnel, and Betty Beatty, Office of Chief of Full - Scale 
Research Division. As yet, no definite wedding plans have 
been completed. 

Another young Laboratory maiden. 
who is sporting something new on her third · finger left 

hand is Peggy Alderman of Personnel Records. The 1ucky 
fellow is Lt. J . P . Wallace,.of Okl ahoma now of Langley 
Field, and the wedding date has been set for November 10 . 

Another Laboratory employee 
who has joined the overcrowded ranks of proud papas is 

Charlie Folk of the West Machine Shop. His new daughter 'was 
born Tuesday, September 4. 

Sinc.e [ler much publ i ci zed 
performance a few weeks ago of her unique presentation 

of the Distinguished Flying Cross to Grady Mitcham, Dixie 
Carter, Personnel Files, is swiftly acquiring fame for her­
self. Last Sunday night while on the Washington boat, Dixie 
was . nonchantly sitting at her table in the boat when a lieu­
tenant strolled up and said, "PardOn me, but aren't you the 
girl who awards DFC's?" All of which prompted Dixie, when 
a Pu.rple Heart passed across her desk the next morning for 
S/ Sgt: Ray Shelrlon, to look up the gentleman and simply hand 
him the medal in the box. · Evidently he didn't know who She 
was as he didn't seem to expect more. 

According to &tnday's . 
"Daily Press", we've been scooped again_ The well kept 

'secret which was finally released was the engagement an­
nouncement of J anice White and .Charlie Garrison, both of 
Tank. 

Ano ther proud papa is . .• _ 
Alfred Peise'T, Gust Loads. He became the father of a 

7 pound, 7 ounce son, Richard Harvey, on Friday, September ~ 

.. . and now a s the Town Meeting of the Air comes to a 
close, we leave the debate to interested discussion groups 
allover the country." 
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PLAN,S FOR 
, By David Irf. Gold,enbaum 
Chai rman, Aims and Objec ts Commi ttee, 
Temporary Recreation Council 
(E(1. Note: This is the third in tht;! 
series of articles pertaining to events 
1 eading to the development, past and 
present, of the plans for your recrea­
tion center.) 

While the respective Buildings ~nd 
Grounds Committees of the Temporary 
Recreation Council were busy studying 
plans and layout s i,t was apparent that, 
to be consistent with the best demo­
cratic forms, an employees organization 
was necessary to make recommendations 
to the Management concerning the us~ 
and maintenance of the recreation 
facilities and to further make recom­
mendations to Management concerning the 
procurement and utilization of com­
mittee funds for recreational purposes, 
in other words, a truly representative 
employees group to run the show and 
keep it running. An Aims and Objects 
Commit,tee was thereupon appointed from 
among members of the Temporary Recrea­
tion Council to draw up an organization 
chart for the guidance of ' the permanent 
governing body. This Committee was 
composed of the following: David M. 
Goldenbaum, Chairman; Annie Young, Art 
Vogely, HewItt Phillips, Si Diskin, and 
Pete Korycinski. 
) It is to be remembered that this 
organization set-up is recommended to 
the ultimate permanent governing body 
and is not to be construed as a hard 
and fast set of rules. 
TEM'OOARY REx::RFATIOO ASSOCIATlOO - AIMS 
AND OBJECTS - ORGANIZATION PREAMBLE: 

In order that the best interests 
of the Laboratory, the community, and 
the individual may be served by a full 
development and utilization of leisure 
hours, we, the staff of the Langley 
Memorial Aeronautical Laboratory set 
(orth as our Aims and Objects the 
following: 

1. To encourage increasing inte­
rest and participation in social, 
cultural, and recreational activities 
among LMAL personnel, their families 
and friends. 

2. To improve and expand the 
social, cultu-ral, and recreational 
standards and facilities of LMAL. 

3. To maintain c10se cooperation 
and understanding between the Labora­
tory and the community. 

4. To establish a permanent organ­
ization whereby, through democratic 
procedures, these Aims and Objects may 
be accomplished. 

ORGANIZATION 
A. General Assembly: 1. The name of 
this body shall be the LMAL Recrea-
ion Association. 2. The governing 

oody of the LMAL Recreational Associa­
tion shall be a General Assembly com­
posed of : 

(a) Representatives elected an­
nually by the staff in the ratio of 
approximately one representative to 
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RECREATION 
every 100 employees, each representa­
tive to have one vote. 

(b) Representatives of recognized 
organized sports and cultural activi­
ties weo shall not have a vote, but who 
shall have the right to represent their 
respective organiz~tions in the General 
Assembly. 
3. The General Assembly shall elect 
from among its voting members an Ex­
exut ive Board. 
4. The term of office of members of the 
General Assembly shall be 1 year; in­
cumbents may succeed themselves in 
office. 
S. In the event of a vacancy in the 
General Assembly created by resignation 
or other cause, the vacancy shall be 
filled b¥ the runner-up to the incum­
bent who shall fill the vacan~y for the 
duration of the term. 
6. The General Assembly shall convene 
in regular session three times per 
annum. 
7. Seventy-five percent of the voting 
members of the General Assembly shall 
constitute a quorum. 
8. The General Assembly shall elect, 
from among the voting members only, one 
officer; namely a President. 

(a) The President of the General 
Assembly shall appoint an election 
committee to apportion the staff into 
its component parts and who shall super­
vise and conduct the annual election. 
9. Extraordinary sessions may ,be c~lled 
by the President whenever he deems it 
necessary, and shall be called in the 
event of the following: 

(a) Impeachment of officers of the 
Executive Board. 

(b) An appeal by the minority 
spokesman of the Executive Board in the 
event of a tie vote of the Executive 
Board. 

(c) Petition by a majority of the 
elected representatives of the General 
Assembly. Any voting member of the 
General Assembly may initiate such a 
petition. 

(d) Upon request of the Engineer­
in-Charge. 
10. Non - v 0 tin g rep res e n tat i ve s of 
organized activities shall be empowered 
to cast one vote each during extraordi-' 
nary seS'!lions. 
11. During extraordinary sessions a two­
thirds majority vote of the General 
Assembly shall be necessary for a 
decision. All such decisions by the 
General Assembly ~hall be final, and 
shall not be subject to further appeal. 
B. The Executive Board: 1. The voting 
members of the General Assembly shall 
elect from among ' themsel ves an Execut ive 
Board who shall act as an advisory com­
mittee and who shall make recommenda­
tions to management conc e rning the use 
and maintenance of the recreation 
facilities and who shall further con­
sult with and make recommendations to 
management concerning the procurement 
and utilization of committee funds for 
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ASSOCIATION 

l 
recreat ional purposes. 
2. The Executive Board shall be com­
prised of nine members, each of whom 
shall have one vote. 
3. The voting members of , the General 
Assembly shall elect from themselves: 
(a) A President; (b) Chairmen of the 
following permanent committees: (1) 
Rules, (2) Fiscal, (3) Buildings and 
Grounds, (4) Welfare and Promotion, 
(5) Social, (6) Arts and Crafts, and 
(7) Children's Activities. 

4. The President and the permanent com­
mittee chairmen so elected shall con­
stitute eight of the nine members of 
the Executive Board. 
5. The ninth member of the Executive 
Board sha 11 be elected from the ,non­
voting members of the General Assembly 
and shall be chairman of the permanent 
acfrVities committee. 

(a) The non-voting members of the 
General Assembly (representatives of 
organized activities) shall nominate 
not less than three members of their 
group to the above chairmanship.' The 
nominations shall be presented to the 
voting members of the General Assembly 
who shall elect therefrom, by secret 
ballot, the chairman of the permanent 
ectivities committee, who shall there­
upon become the ninth member of the 
,Ex'ecutive Board. 

(b) A recreation manager appointed 
by management shall serve as liaison 
officer between management and the 
executive board and shail be a member 
ex-officio of the executive board with­
out voting privileges. 
6. The term of office shall be 1 year 
for each member of the Executive Board. 
7. Meetings of the Executive Board shall 
be held whenever , deemed necessary by 
the President. 
8. No less than seven members of the 
Executive Board shall constitute a 
quorum. 
9. In the event of a vacancy due to 
resignation or other cause, among any 
members of the Executive Board the 
President shall convene the General 
Assembly and elect from among the mem­
bers thereof a successor to the vacant 
chair who shall serve for the duration 
of the term. 
10. Chairmen of the following committees 
shall automatically hold the following 
offices; (a) Vice-President, Chairman of 
the Rules Committee; (b) Recording 
Secretary, Chairman of the Welfare and 
Promotion Committee; (c) Treasurer, 
Chairman of the Fiscal Committee. 
11. The President shall preside over 
both the Executive Board and the 
General Assembly. 
12. During extraordinary sessions of 
the General Assembly members of the 
Executive Board shall sit therein and 
shall be entitled to one vote each, 
with the exception of the Recreation 
manager, who shall not be empowered to 
vote. 

C ont i n ued on page ij 
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13. The Permanent Committees: 
(a) ' Rules Committee - Shall inter­

pret and decide upon constitutional 
questioqs and shall act in a legal and 
judiciar.y capacity for the LMAL Recrea­
tion Association. 

(b) Fiscal ,Committee - Shall be 
responsible for all funds of the LMAL 
Recreation Association for which the 
General Assembly may be adjudged ac­
countable. 

(c) Buildings and Grounds Com­
mittee - shall consult with, and make 
recoumenda tions to management in matters 
pertaining to the maintenance, repair 
and expansion of all the recreational 
f~cilities which are Committee property 
and shall exercise complete responsi­
bility in matters pertaining to the 
maintenance, repair and expansi on of 
property of the LMAL Recreation As­
sociation procured through expenditure 
of funds raised privately by the LMAL 
Recreation Association and which funds 
are completely independent of Committee 
appropriations. 

(d) Welfare and Promotion - Shall 
inform the Laboratory staff regarding 
new ideas and projected activities; 
shall foster and encourage the full use 
of recreational facilities among the 
Laboratory staff and shall further 
foster and encourage the formation of 
non-exis tent a 'rts , crafts , hobbies, and 
cultural groups such as music clubs, 
glee clubs, etc. 

(e) Social - Shall coordinate 
needs and use of facilities of indivi­
dual section, divisional, and other 
social groups as regards dances, parties 
dinners, picnics, etc., and shall 
exercise discretion in the apportion­
ment of the facilities to the end that, 
within reason, sufficient free time 
shall be. allowed in the apportionment 
so that facilities are available for 
unexpected and unusual requests . 

(f) Arts and crafts - Shall coor­
dinate the needs and use of facilities 
of the various arts, ~rafts, hobbies, 
and cultural groups. Shall arrange for 
periodic displays, exhibitions, and 
performances of the works and activities 
of the various groups, and shall further 
foster and encourage the distribution 
of awards and prizes for works of 
artistic merit. 

(g) Children's Committe e - Shall 
study the needs, and make recommenda­
tions for suitable playground and 
nursery equipment to the end that 
parents may enjoy their own recreation 
tastes secure in the knowledge that 
their offspring are safe and busily 
engaged under competent supervision. 

(h) Activities Committee - Shall 
'coordinate the needs and activities of 
the individual sports groups. 
14. Each permanent committee chairman 
shall appoint three members from among 
the' entire membership of the General 
Assembly to his respective committee . 
15. Permanent committee chairmen mp " 
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WRITE'R POINTS OUT 
NEW DEVELOPMENTS 

By G. G. Kay ten 

The work that we as employees of 
NACA do in the field of aeronautical 
research is of necessity subject to 
~trict security regulations during 
peace as well as war. Many of our most 
interesting projects are therefore 
known only to the relatively few em­
ployees directly engaged in one or more 
of these undertakings. Security is 
maintained to such degree as is desired 
by the Armed Forces. 

Often, however, information re­
garding some new project is released 
throu~h channels other than NACA. This 
usually occurs when a designer or 
manufacturer announces a commercial 
versi~n of a heretofore strictly mil­
i tary deiiign, or it may occur when the 
Armed Forces no longer deem secrecy 
necessary regarding a particular mil­
itary project. In either case, the 
relaxation of security control ordi­
narily occurs at some time after NACA 
has completed its work on the project. 
For that reason the average Langl ey 
employee remains ignorant of many new 
developments in aviation, some of which 
have taken place practically under his 
nose. 

In order to keep Laboratory per­
sonnel informed on matters pertaining 
to the practical application of the re­
search work in which we are engaged, 
Air Scoop will endeavor to present from 
time to time information on new air­
craft as such information is released 
in various publications. It is hoped 
that by so doing we shall be able to 
pass on the desired tidbits and at the 
same time remain clear of entanglement 
in any web of military security. 

It has been announced, for exampl~ 
that within six weeks the Northrop 
Company of Inglewood, California may 
fly for the first time its B-35 , air­
plane, described as a "giant flying 

wing bomner". (Not long ago, Dr. Lewis 
informed a Congressional Committee that 
the Langley Laboratory had devoted 
considerable time to the development of 
the B-35.) • 

Another interesting type recently 
made publi c is the Douglas DC-~ Skybus, 

appoint such subcommittees as are deem­
ed necessary from among any of the LMAL 
s ta f f. 
16. The Executive Board shall be empow­
ered to make such amendments to this 
Organization chart as are deemed ne­
cessary. 
17. Any new organizatt'on desirous of 
representation shall petition the Ex­
exutive Board for admittance of their 
representative to the General Assembly. 
The Executive Board, at its first meet­
ing after the first election, shall 
decide u'pon what consti tutes a bona 
fide organization qualified for repre­
s entation in the General Assembly. 
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a 38 to 48 passenger version of a 
pusher bomber design first flown last 
year. This design fe'atures counter- ( 
rotating propellers at the tail of the 

fuselage, behind conventional tail 
surfaces. The propellers are driven by 
two engines located well toward the 
nose of the airplane with long connect­
ing shafts. 

Republi c Aviation has announced a 
40-passenger , high speed, high altitude 
transport, powered by four 3,000 hp. 
engines and claimed to be capable of 
speeds better than 400 mph at an alti­
tude of 40,000 ft. Each engine is to 
be equipped with a booster on the 
engine exhaust to create a jet assist 
adding 200 hp. to each engine. 

Inasmuch as the Army and Navy in 
announcing their recent cutbacks pro­

vided for the retention of experimental 
and development contracts, it may be 
anticipated that news of additional new 
designs will shortly be forthcoming. 

MITSCHEfi 
Cant i nued from page 1 

of the developments of Naval aviation. 
His exploits included being one of the 
first flyeTs to be catapulted from a 
warship, pilot of one of the four sea­
planes which attempted a trans-Atlantic 
f~ight (The NC-4 succeeded and the 
Mitscher piloted NC-l was forced down 
at sea), executive officer of the first ( 
carrie r Langley, making the first land­
ing on the deck of the Saratoga. 

He r os~ to the position of assist­
ant chief of the Bureau of Aeronautics 
and left there late in 1941 to take 
command of the carrier Hornet. From 
the Hornet he took over Task Force 58. 

Admiral Mitscher replaced Vice­
Admiral Aubrey S. Fitch on the Com­
mittee. Admiral Fitch has recently 
been assigned to the Naval Academy as 
commandant. 

TRAINING TO OFFER 
TWO MORE COURSES 

The Training Division is look­
ing for persons interested in 
courses in Quantum Mechanics and 
Advanced Apprec¥tion and Predic­
tion of Flying Qualities. A few 
persons have alreadY requested both 
courses and if enough apply, they 
will be scheduled for the fa ,ll 
term. Call Training, 2300, for 
information or registration. 

FOR SALE: Ne wl y reconditio ne d Il-foo t 
outboard r acin g hull. Bill Rowl ey , 
Dy nami c Mod el ShOp. 

WA NTED: 3 passe nge r s 
Mi ssouri, e i the r by 
Leavin g Sept ember 21. 
Ae ro Lo ads . 

t o Kin sa s c it y ; 
pla ne or c,a r. ( 

D. E. Bee l e r, \.. 

WANTED: Rid e to upst ate or we stern New 
York anyt ime be fo 'ye Oct o be r 15. S. H. 
Hill, El ect ri ca l ShOp. 
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BUL.~BER. BEADS 
1..ITTLE THEATRE 

Tom Hulcher. Chief of the Training 
Division, has been elected president of 
the Hampton Little Theatre for the 
coming season. Other officers were 
Tiny Hutton, Air Scoop. Vice-President; 
Mrs. George B. Colonna, Secretary; and 
Seymour Bogdonoff, FGDA. Treasurer . 

) The Little Theatre, a local organ-
ization for those whose interest is 
putting on plays, being in plays, or 
just watching them, numbered more than 
600 Labora tory employees among its 
members last year. 

The new president appoint e d a 
committee to outline the group's acti­
vities for the coming year, which will 
be announced at an early date . 

In addition to the new officers , 
members of .the Board of Directors are: 
John B. Parkinson, Hydrodynamics ; Mrs. 
Charles A . Hulcher, Personnel; Dr. 
William Anthony Aery, Personnel; and' 
Mrs. John B. Parkinson . 
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OFFICIALS EXPLAIN 
STAFF REDUCTION , 

. As reported in last week's Air 
Scoop, a reduction in force of 50 em­
ployees of the Laboratory staff has been 
put into effect. This week, an official 
memorandum from the Engineer-in-Charge 
explained the reason for this step and 
outlined how the reduction was being 
made. 

At the direction of the Bureau of 
the Budget, the Washington Office ad­
vised the Laboratory on August 30 that 
the staff at Langley must be reduced to 

· 3000 employees by September 30 and to 
2850 at some later ihdefi~ite date. 
There were 3252 employees on the rolls 
at the time, meaning that a cut 252 
must be made during ·September. Using 
the normal resignation rate as a basis, 
plus the ending of the war with Japan, 
officials figured that approximately 
200 employees. would leave dur ing Sep­
tember. Therefore. 50 employees must 
be cut by Civil Service reduction in 
force proc~dure. These 50 were select­
ed from categories where it was be­
lieved the ' Laboratory could spare them 
most easily without hampering efficient 
operation. 

Officials have expressed a desire 
that the further reduction will be 
taken care of by normal resignations. 
From August 30 through September 7 the 
staff had been reduced to 3183, and as 
of September II, to 3136. 

WA NTE D: Rid e t o Ly nChbu r g , Va., sept­
ember i ll or i s . ROY C. wi I s on, west 
Area Te l ep hon e Se r v i ce . 

FOR SAL E : lS , - Foo t snip e sa i I boat in 
exce llent con d ition. Winn e r of 1911S 
Hampton Reg a t t a . Do n Re i se rt, Gust 
Tunn e l. 

FO R SALE: On e wa r-time s tu d io couch. 
Cheap. Bunny K l awa n ~ Fl i ght Rese arc h. 
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MCCAIN DIES 
(c ont i nued tr~," oaQ e 11 

The late Vice-Admiral John A. Mc9ain 
(standing) when he was introduced to 
the Laboratory staff in 1943. The 
o'ccasion was the visi t of the late 
Secretary of the Navy Frank Knox (seat­
ed in front). Adm. McCain was 8 member 
of the NACA 8 t the time. 

wanted his Naval wings and earned them 
a year later . 

After serving a few weeks as an 
observer of Carrier Task Force 58, 
under Admiral Marc A. Mitscher, newly 
appointen member of the Commi t tee, 
McCain took over Task Force 38. Last 
October his force routed the i ·mperial 
navy's carrier forces in a great 'naval 
battle between the Philippines and 
Formosa, drove the Japanese air force 
from the Philippines, then swept into 
the China sea for a series of heavy 
blows along the China coast. 

Among his awards were the Navy 
Cross and Distinguished Service Medal 
with cluster . 

* * * 

Well , now that bowlin ou will have to return his s e at cushion 
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19-FOOT ON ROAD 
TO CHAMPIONSHIP 

The 19-Foot Pressure Tunnel. soft­
ball team appears well on its way to 
its second successive softball champion­
ship after, two two-run victories over 
the Structures Reds in the first final 
playoff contests. The scores were 2-0 
and 3-1. 

Both Al Martina and Andy Anderson 
pi tched . two-hi t ba 11 in Monday's game, 
but 19-Foot was able to take advantage 
of the breaks when they came. Pat 
Cancro tripled in the second inning and 
scored on an infield out. Bill Conner 
singled in the sixth, took second on 
a wil~ pil c h and scored on Diskin's 
error in right field. Both Diskin and 
Zender hit doubles for the Reds. 

In Wednesday's tussle, the champs 
got off to a fast start, tally1ng. two 
markers in the first inning. Koven 
opened with a walk, and Conner and 
Spooner both doubled, scor ing Koven and 
Conner. The other run was added in the 
sixth when Koven singled, advanced on 
an error and a walk, and scored on 
Cancro's fly ba 1 1. Diskin drove in the 
lone Structures' run after Zender had 
singled and been sacrificed by Bartone 
in the fourth inning. Nineteen-Foot 
got to Anderson for fcur hits while 
the Reds collected three off Martina. 

PLANS NOW UNDERWAY 
FOR TOUCH FOOTBALL 

Pre-season plans for the Laboratory 
Touch Football League were made last 
Tuesday at the initial meeting of team 
representatives. The meeting was held 
at the Industrial USO. 

Tiny Hutton was elected chairman 
for the year and other officers were 
John Knemeyer, vice-chairman, and Hal 
Johnson, secretary-treasurer. 

Nine teams were represented at the 
meeting, including the following: 
8-Foot-LTS , 16-Foot, PRD-Electrical, 
Stabi Ii ty-19-Foot, St ructures, Loads, 
!RD, West Shops, and .AWT-7 X 10. Other 
teams interested in joining the league 
may get full information by calling 
Hutton at 2376. 

The next meeting will be held Tues­
day, Septerrber 18, 7 : 30 p.m., at the 
Industrial USO in Hampton. 

NOT I CE: The Library has recei ved word 
that tl>e u nabr idged editi o ns of S ir 
Lamb' s "Hydrodynamics" an d Lord Ray­
lei gh ' s "The Theory of Sound" are now 
a v ailab l e at $11.9 5 each from Dover 
Publ i cat ion s, 1780 Broad way , N. Y. 19, 
N. Y. Ca talogs from Dover Pu bl i cat ions 
and ~dwards Bro thers are avai l ab l e for 
ref e r ence i n the li bra r y. 

FOR SALE: Man' s b i cyc l e, f ully eq uipp ed 
wi th ba lloon t ires . Pri ce $35. R. J. 
salmi, 19-Foot Pre ssure Tunn e l. 

Air Scoop, Septerrber 14, 1945 Issue 36, Vol. 4 

The AWT girls, who were declared Champions in the Girls' Community Basketball 
League, came through wi th another winning team this season when they defeate 
Presbyterian, 18-17, in the final playoffs to capture the ti tie of "SoEtbal 
Queens". Shown from left to right are: front row - Virginia Perry, second base­
man, Louise Paul, right fielder; Edith Reed, center fielder; Captain Edna Lishman, 
shortstop; ,Margaret Spear, center fielder; Eleanor McKinstry, first baseman; 
Margare t Farmer Ivey, pi tcher. Second row - Coa ch Ray Comenzo; Manager Alber ta 
Menzies; Mary Frances Mike ll, catcher ; Louise Crane , third baseman; Jackie Poteat, 
left fielder; Becky Boykin, right fielder; and Jo Farthing, short fielder. 

DR. DURAND 
(Cont i nued from page 11 

1917, he served continuously until his 
resignation in 1933 . However, upon the 
request of the late President Roosevel t , 
h e again resumed hi:; pI ace on the com­
mi ttee in 1941. 

In a 1 et ter accepting the resi gna­
tion a nd expressing the n ation's ap­
preciation of Dr. IlJrand's contributions 
t o the public interest, Pr esident 
Truman stated th e followin g: 

"I accep t with regre t you r 'res i gna­
tion as 8 member 0 f the National Ad­
visory Committee for Aeronautics , dated 
July 2, 1945, in which you state it i s 
to be ef fectiv e when transmitted. 
Chairman Hunsal(er has just sent it to 
me. 

"You have had an exceptionall y 
lon g and distinguished career in many 
fields of scienti fie endeavor, havin g 
been one of the original members of the 
NACA, appointed by President Wilson in 
1915, and havin g served as chairman of 
that Commi ttee in World Wa r One. After 
retirin g in 1933, you were r ecalled by 
President Franklin D. Roos evel t to the 
se rvic e of your countr y in 1941 and 
r eappointed a membe r of the NACA. As 
chairman of th e new special committee 

jet propulsion, you or ganized , wi th 

eminen t success, the research and de­
velopment program in the imp0rtant new 
field of jet propulsion of aircraft. 

"With the termination of the wars 
with the Axis, you t ake with you into 
honored retirement, at 86 years of age, 
the consciousness of substantial con­
tributions to the public interest , and 
pa~ticularly to the advancement of the 
science of aeronautics . I wish you 
many years of peace and happiness, in 
which you may enjoy the continuing 
frui ts of your labors." 

TRAINING UNIVERSITY ISSUES 
CALL FOR PROFESSORS 

Due to the large enrollment, 
the Training University is in need 
of more professors for their fall 
term. All persons interested in 
teaching are asked to contatt the 
Training Division, telephone 2300, 
and secure an application blank . 
Additional 'professors are needed in 
practically all courses. l 

NonCE: will the perso n who bo rrowed 
the b ook "pr od uction Handbook" by 
Al f ord, pl ease r et urn it to R. T. 
Retz , Plannin g Office. 




