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REID TELLS OF 
TRIP TO EUROPE 

Given an opportunity "to give some 
account ,of wh.i" t he was doin g in the 
five months while he was off the job," 
Engineer- in-Charge H . J. E . Reid 
st e ere d c lear of the details of his 
secret mission to Europe but gave 300 
Laboratory employees a first hand 
picture, both word and photographLc, 
of the effect of air bombardment in 
the European war . The occasion was a 
dinner mee t ing of the supervisors of 
the Laboratory held last Wednesday 
,evening at the Hampton Country Club. 

Introduced as special gues ts at 
\ he meeting were Mrs. Reid, Geor~e B. 
2o 10nna , member of the Sub-COmmIttee 
on Personnel, Buildings, and Equipment, 
a nd Grover Loenin g , Chai rman of the 
Committee on Helicopters. It was 
announced by Research Chief John W. 
Crowl ey, Jr . that Loening, one of 
aviation's pioneers , was coming to 
work for the NACA as Technical COn­
sul t ,lOt to Drs. Hunsaker and Lewis. 

Reid told the supervisory group, 
which he said was six ti~es as large 
as the total staff when he ' first came 
to work at the Laboratory, th a t the 
n a ture of the Alsos Mission, of which 
he was a member, was still secret. 
How e v e r , he wa s able to talk to a 

Cant i nueO on page 3 
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EAKIN DIES; SAM 
HERE 26 YEARS 

Samuel Eakin, head 'of the line 
crew for Flight Operations and the 
Laboratory's third oldest employee in 
length of service, died suddenly of 
a heart attack last Sunday while 
visiting his sister in New York City. 

Born in Ilenbridge, I 'reland, May 4, 
1893, he was a naturalized ci tizen and 
resided at 36 Richmond Avenue, Langley 
View. On March 10, 1918, he enlisted 
in the United States Army as an air­
craft mechanic . Following his dis­

' charge from Langley Field in June, 
'191'9, he took a po s i tion wi th th e 
Army as an automobile driver. 

Eakin, who came to the NACA in 
1919, would have celebrated his twenty­
sixth anniversary with the Committee 
on September 23. When he first came 
to the Laboratory he worked in the 
ol d Engine Lab as an aircraft engine 
mechanic. He was later transferred 
to the hangar and in 1927 was put in 
charge of the line crew for Flight 
Operations and was responsible for 
the maintenance and repair of , all 

airplanes used by the Laboratory for 
test purposes. He was serving in 
this capaci ty at the time of his death. 

Eakin is survived by his wife, 
Mrs. Mary Eakin, and a son, Johnnie, 

P r obably the la s t pictur e of the lat e Sam Eakin, the above was taken r a st f a ll 

when Pe r c y Ke ff e r, Sam, and Ch a rlie Wolf . t o pped off i n the Personn e l Off i c e to 

r e mini sce a bout ol d ti mes . Sam ( cent E". r) 'fIS S the L a b's t 'hird olde st emplo ye e i n 
le ngth o f s e rv ice. 
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SENATE COMMITTEE 
APPROVES .PAY RAISE 

The 'Senate Civil Service COmmi ttee 
has approved, with a few revisions, 
the recently introduced Downey bill 
provid.ing a base pay raise for Civil 
Service employees. How e ver, the 
committee rej ected the proposal to 
give Federal workers time-and-one-half 
overtime pay, and voted t o continu e 
the present overtime formula which 
amounts to straight time on the first 
$2900 bas e pay. 

As the bi II was sent from t he 
Senate to the House Civil Servi c e 
Committee last Monday , it provides a 
base pay increase of 20% on the first 
$1200 base pay, 10% addi tional on that 
part 0.£ salaries between $1200 and 
$4600, and 5% on eve rythin g a bove 
$4600. Under this formul a, the c ash 
increas e woul d range from $240 to $800 
per yea r . The commi tte e al so approved 
a 10% additional bonus for night work, 
speedup of automatic in- g r ad e promo­
tions, and holiday pay at ove r t i me 
rates after the war . 

The ba se pay revisions, .as approved 
by the Senate commi ttee 'Mlul d provi d.? 
increases a s follows: 

$1400 to $1704 
$1800 to $2100 
$2300 to $2650 
$3000 to $3420 
$3600 to $4080 etc. 

f.ont i ilued on page u ) 

LOCAL CIVIL SERVICE 
BOARD APPOINTED 

A United St a t e s Civil Service 
Board of Exam i ners h a s ' b een forme d 
h e re at the L aboratory sO the lo cal 
board pc·sitions, which c on si st o f 
laborer and tr a d e p o sitions , may be 
filled without the appli ca tion hav ing 
to go throu gh the Fourth Reg ion a l 
Offic e . In this way, t ,i me will be 
s a ved in fillin g vac an c ies o f such a 
nature. Norwood EVan s has b een 
appoint ed h e ad of the board ann ot her 

me mber s a re: Ca rri e Lo ve , Cl e r k ; 
(c ont i :lueO on pa ge " 
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I EDITORIAL-I, 

BORROWING BADGES 

A few days ago there was an incident at the gate that 
every NACA employee should know about. W:lat happened was 
this ..• a young lady discovered she had forgotten her 

, badge, and, rather than stop for a temporary pass, she ac­
cepted her ride's offer 'to use an extra badge he carried in 
the c;ar. Even though it was a man's badge, she got by the 
mornir.,g guard. But that evening, the deception was noticed 
and the young lady was taken into custody. 

Whe're did that extra I?adge come from? Well, it ,seems 
that a former employee who used to ride in the car lost it. 
Some months later, the driver of the car discovered it be­
twee n the cushions of the car. Of course he intended to 
return ' it all the time. 

If this were an isolated instance, it would hardly be 
worth fussing about - but it isn't. Many other employees, 
after finding supposedly lost badges, belonging to them­
selves or others, keep them for the same purpose and, what 
is worse, lend them indiscriminately to anyone wanting to 
come onto Langley Field. 

The Army doesn't want uoauthorized persons snoopin~ 
, around the field and neither does the NACA. So what's the 
answer? The Army states that _unless the practice of lending 
badges stops at once, the MP's at the gate will be orrlered 

to bring each car to a full stop and carefully compare each 
badge picture with the face of the person wearing it . We 
hardly need to point out that the resultant delay in enter­
ing and leav i ng the field would be relished by nobody. 

It 's up to us to see that this measure is not put into 
effect. We can do it by turning in all l ost badges as soon 
as they are found, refu~ing to lend our badges to anyone, 
and refusing to borrow an'yone else's. 

AU REVOIR "JUDGE" PFl\'j\,Y 

The Instrument Service Section lost one of its most 
va lu ed employees, a nd the Laboratory one of its oldest 
members in point of service with the ~etirement of Rufus B. 
Penny after almost 23 years with the NACA. Penny entered 
on duty November I, 1922 and requested retirement because 
of failing health on ' April 21 of this year. 

Known as "Judge" Penny to all who worKed wi th him, he 
was r a ted a top-no tch mechanic, toolmake r and rna chini s t 
who c Oll ld always be depended upon to do his work capably 
and efficiently. The sincere good wishes of his co-workers 
follow him into retirement, and with them, the hope that 
improving health may soon permit his return to the job from 
which he ;, s so sorely missed. 

The Air Scoop , an official publication of the Langley 
Memorial Aer~n8utical Laboratory, National Advisory 
Committee for Aeronautics. Langley Field , Virginia, is 
published weekly in the interest of its e mployees. Matter 
appearing herein may be reprinted only with advance written 
permission. Address contributions to the Editor r Service 
Building, Telephone 2376. 
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At 
It must be catchinA; whatever it is . • . . . ( 

i'n the Re'search Staff Office. Rufus House poppaed twin 
a few years back, and now ' the double bundle of joy has hit 
the household of Gordon Mercer. A boy and a girl, each with 
red hair, and brown eyes, they came into the war Id last 
week. Weighing 60 pounds apiece they are both walking now. 
Pop Mercer sold them both 8 few days ago. Mama is Bailey, 
a well known heifer on the Mercer farm south of the border. 

The marrjaAe si tuation is really • • ' •• 
picking up this season, in fact, it seems to have over­

taken and finally surpassed the birth records. Ole of the 
latest victims is Elizabeth Hobbs, formerly of Employment, 
who recently left the ,Leb to devote her time to her new 
husband, Dell Heath of Hampton. The big event took place 
Saturday, May 12. 

Whether or not Jerry Truszynski, IRD, considers. ' ••. 
the thirteenth his lucky or unlucky day remains to be 

seen, nevertheless he selected that day (0 take upon himself 
a wife, namely, the former Helen Bennett of East Mill 
Stone, N. J. 

After ques tionin~ him for mOn ths . • . • . 
as to his prospective marital' status, Norman Silsby 

of Flight Research finally Came through with a , satisfactory 
reply. Early summer is the approximate time and the other 
party involved in the plot is Dorothy Harton of Army Supply 
and Maintenance. 

Bill DauAherty, East En~ineering ' , ' •.. 
went and got himsel f engaged to his home town girl, ( ' 

Jeanne Barnes of Richmond. J eanne" s first remark upon 
receivin g the ring was, "Well, dog gonni t now I've got you." 

The-last census takin g in December revealed. 
that 53% of the women employed here at the Laboratory 

were marrieg; however, since the publishing of our Technical 
report on the SE-Xl in which we suggested that the number 
of single Y.Omen furnished a fertil e field for future in­
ves tigations, the percentage has undoubtl y jumped about 
10 percent higher. E lla Moore, Blueprint, recently upped 
the percentage when she married Captain Cecil D. Cothran 
of Langley Field. 

I t seems tha t there was a youn g man • 
who walked into a bar and asked for a long beer and a 

double Scotch. Upon being served he chugalugged the beer, 
wiped his mouth, unbuttoned his coat, poured the Scotch 
down the inside pocket, and ordered r!'fill s. nOh, no," 
replied the barkeep, "Not that with good whiskev." "Listen, 
"says the c1rinker, "Gifll1le what I want or I'll come over the 
bar and climb your frane!" Whereupon a small mouse stuck 
his head out of the inside pocket and added, "That goes 
for your stinkin' cat, too!" 

hwone who thinks he is a h·andball player . .• 
has an invitation from Low Turbulence to meet their 

self-acclaimed, undefeat ed champion, Milton, Klein, ' who 
thinks nothing of spotting men as many as 18 points, 
or still better, of 'taking opponents on two at a time. 
Challengers may contact the champ through his manager and 
press agent, Freddy Rice, LTS . 

Let each and eve~y one of us remember that Liberty is al 
~ift not lightly ~iven; that we, within ourselves, - mus-t 
preserve for generations yet unoorn a vi sion 0 f brotherhood 
among men, un til one day all the -..orl d shall be ready to 
share it. 

--Frederi ck S. M'il son 

,\ 
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SOFTBALL STANDINGS 
') Team W L 

Olaracters 2 0 
IRD 2 0 
Fli ght Blues 2 0 
East Shops 2 0 
Structures 1 0 
19' P. T. 1 0 
p'"OPS 1 0 
Full Scale 1 0 
Low Turh 1 1 

16-Foot 1 1 
PRD 0 I 
Hummers 0 I 
Loads 0 I 
Tankers 0 I 
FI i gilt Whi tes 0 2 
S. \\hi tes 0 2 
We,st Shops 0 2 
El ectri ci ans 0 2 
Stabil i ty 0 0 
{High Speed 0 0 

LAST WEEK'S SCORES 
16 -Foot 5, LTS 3 
EAS 18, FRW 3 
SRW 10, lRO 12 
AWf 23, PRO 3 
:t<""ST 20, AID 1 

L~AGUE 

LTS 16, FRW 4 
PRr 18, SRW 3 
IRD 8, 16-Foot 6 
Tank 6, FAS 8 
FRB 8, Elec 7 
WAS 3, 19' P.T. 10 

LEADERS 
, HITTERS 
-:Satting (at least 7 trips)--Comenzo, 
AWT, .667,; Rice, LTS, .667; DeVore, 
FRS, .571; Teeter, AWT, .SOO 
Hits--Comenzo and Ri:ce, 6 each. 
Runs--McKee, AWT, 9 

PITOlERS 
(at least 2 games) 

Won and lost--Andrews, AWT, Daum, 
FRB, 2- 0 
Hi ts- -IU r rows, LTS, 8 
Strikeouts--IUrrows, 21 
Walks--A,drews, 2 

BRAINBUSTERS MEET 
SUNDAY AT U S 0 

The next meeting of the Brain­
busters, NACA model club, will be held 
on Sunday, May 20 at the Industrial 
U S 0 in Hampton. The meeting will 
start at 8 p.m. and plans for the 
coming season and the annual Brain­
buster contest will be discussed. 
All members and any persons interested 
in joining the organi>:ation are urged 

to attend. 
-----------------

WA NTED: Passenge r s from Stua r t Ga rd ens 
on 8 :15 s h ift . Bob McKann, Tank 2. 

FO R SALE: Tenn i s Racquets and set of 
go l f c l u bs. Also racq uets re strung. 
~ ac k J e nki~s, East Engineering. 

~O U N D: Set of fou r keys near Sout h­
Hampton ap a rt me nt s. J . A. So lom on , 
El ec tric a l Office. 

WA i',TED: A r ide t o Ri c hmond , Sa turday 
a f te rnoon May 19 afte r 11:115 p. m, 
Ca l l Tony Garav a g 1 ia, Tank 2. 
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REID TELLS OF 
certain extent about the type of 
research in aeronautics that went on 
in France during the German occupation . 

He left La Gu~rdia Field in New 
York last October (after having been 
briefed thoroughly and given ditching 
ins,tructions) and flew in a C-54, via 
Newfoundland, the Azores, md England, 
to Paris. The total elapsed time was 
36 hours and flying time 30 hours. 
During a short layover at the Azores, 
he noticed that an ' airplane took off, 
ih ~ome direction, every 20 minutes. 
On the way into Paris he flew over 
Cherbourg and St. Lo and got a good 
view, of the ruins. 

Arriving in Paris on Wednesday was 
a 1 ucky thing fo 'r him, for 8"t the 
Navy hotel to which he was as,signed, 
it was one 0 f the two days a we ek when 
there was hot water. There was no 
heat until December 1 tho'lJgh, and the 
room temperature went down to 40 
degrees. Again he was lucky, for he 
stayed at the first Parisian hotel to 
get heat., Then the mercury srot up to 
65. Hotel residents were not permitted 

to take woo d into their rooms for 
fires, but the Navy occasionally 
confiscated Nazi pr~paganda for the 
purpose. Reid saw 500 'pounds of 
"Mein Kampf" make a hot time in the 
town of Paree for a short time one 
evening when an enterpri sing naval 
officer could think of no better way 
of disposition. 

Navy Feeds Well 
"There was good food and lots of 

it," said Reid about the mess at the 
hotel. He added that they drank three 
or four cups of coffee with every 
me~l and five or six cognac~ in the 
evening. This they found absolutely 
essential in order to keep warm inside. 

According to Reid, when the Nazis 
overran France they chased the French 
scientists out of the laboratories. 
At the aeronautical lab at Olallais 
Meudon, the French did not destroy 
the machinery or put sand in the 
bearings, but simply removed the 
counterpois~s from the balances when 
they I eft. Since they had a very 
complicated setup, it , was very bother­
some to the Germans . Then when the 
Allies chased out the Ger,!,ans last 
year, the ingenious Nazis did the same 
thing. From what they left behind, 
the Germans were working on much the 
same problems that we are. They 
tested models of two and four engined 
bombers , probably clean-up , and perhaps 
worked on propellors, helicopters, 
and lateral control and hi gh li ft 
devices. 

FOR SA LE : Twin spool bea s wi th spr ing 
a nd ma t tresses , a nd two chest of 
drawer's. Good c ond i t io n and rI'!asonable. 
Call at apartment lID, sout h Hampton 
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TRI P From page 1 

Jeep Well Ventilated 
Then came a chance to go to Or leans 

to see a Ge rman guided mi ss! e, the 
FX1400 bomb. Loaded with K rations, ' 
Reid boarded a jeep and was off. 
"I found the j'eep's ventil ation per­
fect," he commented , reminiscing about 
his wintry r ide. The FX1400 was a 
guided missle that was dropped from 
an' airplane. It had an armor piercing 
nose and was very effective a,gainst 
ships. It wasn't used much because 
our pilots maintained control of the 
air. 

It was .on a trip to Stra 'sbourg 
that Reid got pretty close to the 
front. The re he ,heard the boom of 
artillery and the thud of shells 
f allin g nea rby. There was al so occ,a­
sional small arms fire. While ' in 
Strasbourg he visited the Junkers 
engine plant which had been converted 
for making the, jet 004 engine. , He 
noted that the Germans had carried out , 
a fine ' apprentice system, and that 
they had decentralized their engine 
manufacture so that it would s~ffer 
the least from allied bombing. Within 
a radius of 25 miles there were numbers 
of small plants, each making cert,ain 

small pprts which were later assembled. 

Sees Bombed German , Ci ti es 
He also got close-up looks at 

Aachen and Cologne. The brick walled 
buildings in Aachen were levelled to 
the gr-ound. howeve r the wind tunn ,,'} 
at the university Was iptact. Cologne 
had a few structures still standing. 
These all had reinforced walls . 

A visit to London included re­
paying a visi t to William Scott Farren, 
Director of the Royal Aircraft Estab-
1 ishm,e-nt at Farnborough. Farren 
visited LMAL in Decembe~, 1943. Reid 
sa i d the t t h 'e En g Ii s h 1 a b h ad a 1 so 
exp'anded greatly during the war 'and ' 
was now staffed by 6200 \\D rke rs. There 
he got a look at V-2 parts and had an 
opportunity to see what made it tick. 

Reid was high with his compliments 
of the English people. With wpole 
blocks and cities wiped out, he said 
they show the effect of the terrific 
strain 0 f wa r, but that they have 
adhered to a strict ration system and 
have had no bl ack market. 

The dinner, which was the largest 
affair of its kind held in many years, 
was ~rranged by the Training Division. 
Elton W. Miller was official host . ' 
The pro gram included group si n gin g , 
led ' by Tiny Hutton with Mary Noble 
Bennett as accompanist, and son gs by 
a quartette composed of Ken Harp er, 
John Ankeney, Bill Sleeman, and Cha rles 
Gurtler. 

LOST : Swi s s wri s t wat c h in we s t ' Mod e l 
Shop on Ma y 1 0 . F i nder p l ease r et u rn 
to A. G. Br in ega r , Wes t Mode l Shop . 



t~it ~e.tute ~Du r~a~d Dnena' s 
Utli4ue ~, ~f , " ,tpHnnill'tlni . prompted 
t~' lad. in t i .... Frei-fHI,h,t Tunnel to 
.. t up • ,,'owl to be h .. rd. Finally, 
with lI'IUch ur,inc and pauuadini, thay 
were able to ,prevail upon Marvin Pitkin 
to aet •• their .poke.man. "What about 
Paullon?", a a ked Ma r vie. 

"that about Peulson?" we esked, 
·What doel he do?" 

'He ulhel.' 
"He whet?" 
'He Ulhes - at weddings. You know 

---a male bride.meid.-
And ao be,aen to unfold the tale of 

John Wilfred Paulson, Free-Flight's 
giant amoni men of striped trou.er •• nd 
claw hammer coat •. 

paul.on it .eem. iot mixed up in 
the marria,e racket eatly in life. At 
the lie of three, it i. rumored hi. 
fami~y .tarted hi.ina him out: re­
splendent in hil Little Lord Fauntleroy 
.uit, al • rinc bearer. This went on 
until, at the ale of .even he belan to 
~'t .. l the rinll and lubltHute cheap 
Imitationl , which he made on the day. 
he ,layed hookey from Ichool. One day 
the cop. caulht up with him and he 
.pent the naxt 14 year. in the pan. The 
d.y after his releale he we. wander in. 
acro •• the ca~1 of a lafge midwe.tern 
univerlity and .al mi. taken by an NACA 
recruiter for an enlinaar ing araduate. 
Three day. later he reported for duty 
at thl Laboratory. 

ArriYinl here in the lummer of '42 
Jack, became ' lo enthralled by the wor; 
in Free fl~lht and the multitude. of 
beauti ful le •• ies a roundabout the 
Peninlula that he forgot all about 
being in wedding. and began to think 
about hie own. He found many, p.ro­
spective prolpect~ for a prospective 
wifa, but dee,ming himse If an unpro­
.pee:tiv. brida.room for a Ihort time 
yet (It il whilpared that no one has 
uked him) he remained unwed. 

All thi. took about two years. 
Then in the spring of last year, 

Chuck Bennett, a cell mate at Free­
flight, plighted (or i. it plit) his 
hit troth wlth Mary Noble Angel. Paul­
son ju.t happened to be on hand. On 
the ear ly evening of May_ 21, the 
wedding guests at St. John" church 
thrilled to the sight of Paulson and 
Bernie Maggin leading the way down the 
aisle (Jack still in his Littie Lord 
ji'aunteleroys) spilling rose petals as 
they went. 

13rides-to-be fainted, mothers 
weeped, married women -collapsed, bobby 
soxer. screamed, and a four year old 
girl b.ellowed, "Daddy, daddy, buy me 
one. I'll be nice to it." John Wilfred 
was made. Invitations to "wait on rna" 
poured in. Finally weeding througn 
the stack, he picked up the one for the 
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SjQberg wedding in September. 
Sig ~nd Betty Sjoberg were the 

luckiest of all, for Paulson shyly 
consented to be ,bes t man. He admi t s 
that he tried to substitute rings, 
using a bottle opener for the second, 
and that he got it past the stricken 
Sjoberg but the preacher. biting into 
it, declared it a fraud and demanded 
the real thing . Sig didn't even . wake 
up. Realizing that he couldn't get by 
with this sort of thing, Jack turned 
over a new I eaf am has been a good boy 
ever since. 

On two s.uccessive Saturdays he 
dressed up for george Ellis, a local 
yokel, and M. O. McKinney, of the 
Free-FI i ght gang. For Mack, Jack 
journeyed 3~ mil es to Winston-Salem, 
N. C. ' 

Needing a rest, he retired from 
active participation until Mar~h 6, 
1945, v.hen he hono red Flossie Timberlake 
and Clo Wood by an appearance at thei r 
knot tying. Since that time, his 
social secretary has found it necessary 
to refuse countless offers because, 
"The boy is so-o-o ovelWorked. We !lUst 
keep his best interests at heart." 

And so, prospective wedding prin­
cipals, if you want your wedding 
ceremony to be the ul tra in something­
or-other, just make arrangements to 
have th is curly bl ome, six foot four, 
lean hunk of maSCUlinity stand up for 
you. Address inquiries to John Wilfred 
Paulson, Incorporated, 93-C, Kecoughtari 
Court Apts., telephone 6552. His 
slogan- - -"A Charming Ceremony--A Happy 
Home." Rates on request. 
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PAY,,'RA1SE 
From page " l' 

The ,formula provides a higher 
percentage of increase for low-pai d 
employees instead of the flat 15% 
rai se which WlS proposed at fi rst. 

Chairman Downey, of the Senate 
Ci viI Service Commi ttee, who.' introduced 
the bil l, hopes to obtain its passage 
next week. The prospects are bright 
as it has the approval of Senators 
Byrd, McKellar and other leading 
members. If passed, it will be the 
firs t genera ! revision of whi te­
collar pay rates since 1929. 

CIVI L SERVICE 
F rom page 1 

Charlotte Huston; Clerk; and VirJ;tinia 
Powell, Marjorie Cullifer, Ernest 
Shave, Archibald E. Hudson, am Dorothy 
McGehee . 

The board, which is a sub-office 
of the Ci,vil Service Regional Office, 
is responsible for aaninistering civil 
servi ce laws, rules, and regulations 
in the recruiting of personnel to fill 
laborer and trade positions. 

FOR SALE: 
mattress. 
L. Burnham, 
sh i ft • 

Double size s pring and 
2 mon'ths old. Bargain. 
In s trument Se rvice, night 

,-------------------------
Asked f~r a statement as to his 

other pastimes, Jack reveals, "I al 
use my off nights to mind babi~s, 
providing they're female, ' over 17, 
and have their OWl car.' 

Free-F1 i ght has beep heard. 

"Have you seen my badge. dear?" 




