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CELEBRATES 25 YEARS 
SERVICE WITH IACA 

Serving te:nporarily in the Wash­
ington Office', where he is Acting Di­
rector of Aeronautical Research. John 
-Y. Crowley. Jr. celebrated hi. twenty· 
fifth anniversary with the NACA on 
August 9. He joins it. i!:. Mixson, 
'Charlie ':lolf. Benny Bennett, Percy 
Keffer, Jim Kirkpatriok. John Hanks, 'f. C. Morgan, Howard 1I0rris, and H. J. 
8 . ,{eid as members of the unoffioial 
"Old Timers Club." 

"Gus" Crowley was Boston born and 
bred; this fact is substantiated by 
his manner of speaking whioh still re­
tains the ~~w Englend characteristics 
" fter a quarter-century in the land of 
"oot" and "aboot." 

The fall of 1916 founa Crowley 
enro11ed with numerous obher freshmen 
at MIT where his high school athletic 
~reer (he played both football and 
~8seball) was sacrificed for a sound 
engineering background. MIT had no 
intercollegiate a,thletics but "Gus" 
played second base on ,his class team. 
He went after a B. S. in Mechanioal 

(Continued on page :3) 
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BRAIN BUSTERS 
PLAN MODEL MEET 

The Bra in Bu s ters I Four th C ha:npion­
s hip will be held Sunday, Au gus t 25, 
from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. at Langley Field, 
in conjunction with "Peninsula Air Week," 
The event will be a hydro (rise off 
wa ter) contest and takeoff we terways 
will, be construoted on t;he field. The 
contest is sanotioned by the Aoademy of 
Model Aeronautios and a 01a8s AAA rat­
ing hu been awarded the contest by the 
Aoademy. 

The obampion~hip will consist of 
four hydro events. , Class A. B, and C 
Gss powered R.O.W. and Hubbsr powered 
it.O.W. In addition, II h!lnd launched 
glider event will take plaoe. 

Prizes inolude 15 trophies, motors, 
radios, watches, and numerous other 
value ble gifts. The grand pri 7. e winner, 
the contestant totaling t he highest num­
ber of points in the hydro events, will 
be presented a perpetual trophy by the 
Peninsula Junior Chamber of Commerce. 

Entry blanks should be ' in the 
hands of the Contest Direotor by Aug­
ust IS. 

John ,I. Cro-Illey 
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NEW WIND TV-NNEL 
OPENED AT AMES 

Marking another greet advancement 
in aeronautical soience, the Ames Aero­
nautioal Laboratory of Moffett Field, 
California, recently put into opera tion 
its new l 2-Foot Low furbulenoe Pressure 
Wind 1\mnel. It is the first tunnel 
ever built to combine the features of 
very high' speed, low turbulence air­
flow, pressurization to simulate full­
scale conditions. and large size to 
acoommodate complete models. 

Designed to operate at air speeds 
up to the sonic velocity, the tunnel 
is unique in providing air flow of 
neg;ligible turbulenoe, also de ta di­
rectly applioable to airplanes a s 
lar~ as full-scale attaok bombers 
oan be ' obtained by pres surizing the 
air in the tunnel. 

The seoret of achieving the un­
paralleled low turbulenoe in such a 
large . high-speed tunnel lies in the 
anti-turbulence sphere. which a ccounts 
for the unu sual s ha pe of t he tunne 1. 
LooRted upstream of the ,t est section, 
t he sphere contains ei ght fine mesh 
screens . each some sixty- t '1re e feet in 
diame ter, which aot to smooth out 
eddying motions in the air and pro­
duoe an ord'erly flow. 

Air is oircula ted throu gh the 
tunnel by the thrust of two IS-ton 
ooaxial fans which a re powered by 
fan d~ive mot ors r ated at 11,000 
horsepower capacity. 

Varia t ion of dens i tv in t he 
bunnel from 1/ 6 to 6 tim~s a tmos­
pherio density pe rmi ts a wide r an ge 
of tunnel air velocitie s wi t h a 
given power input. At pressure be­
low 1/3 at:nos pherio, en airspeed of 
7 50 miles per hour is atta inab le. 

The combillf. t ion of' low turbu ­
lence, wi de ranbe of v e locity, end 
,(eynolds nunbe r control gi ve s t he 
l2-Foot Tunnel the distinction of 
be i ng t he most versa tile, and pro­
b .bly t he most economi c s l wind 
tunne l in exi s tence. Cont rol of t he 
i nporten t varia ble s r e su I t s not 
only in more directly u sefu l da ta 
bu t also in gr e a t savings in re­
se arch time by making possi ble an 
uninte rrupted se quence of investi­
g. tion of R given mode 1. 

The i!llport!ln ce of the l 2- Foot 
T'ltmel to fl sroneutics i s t , a t a new 
scientifio instrument t es eGan provid­
ed wh i ch per:ni ts study .-:H h a ccur e te 
control of the va r ieble s of speed, 
Turbu lence, and density i :1 e s pe ce of 
ti",e, no t possib l e in l e se v erse tile 
faoil1 ties. 
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3edding bells will ring forth. 
this week for Air Scoop's steff photographer. Bill 

Taub. Bill is marrying Nadine Ayers of Asheville, North 
Ca rolina . 

This seems to be rush yee.r •••.• 

~ 
for Tank. As soon as they get one married off 
another always mane ges t~ oome through with a 

':I~ big sparkler. The late st to be edded to the 
' ';;;' rapidly increaSing list of prospective brides 

. 'f::- is Allie Fe.ye lEllis who is engaged to Harvey 
Stre.wsnyder of Pennsylvania. ':{edding bells will ring in 
early September. 

i, s A general rule. 
we try to refrain from calling employees' attention 

to the few new oars that have replaced the old faithfuls, 
but two new additions w~re made this week that we think 
s :,ould be broadcast. Percy Cra in, Chief of the Mechanical 
Services Division, has finally replaced his oran~ 1915 
willis with a brand new 1946 gray pontiao and Bu~y 
Kle V/sns, Flight '{esearoh,' has junked his ble.ck and white 
two-to,ne trap for a new Chevy. Due to this great im­
prove::tent, we feel sure that entering and leaving the field 
will be speeded up at least 50~. 

One of the most recent and •• . ' • • • 
welcom~ . visi::O.:s to th~ Laboratory w~s Maurice Munger, 

Ed i ~r of A""tL's Yang Tips. Munger is a former employee 
of tne J..8.boratory ~nd went to Cleveland when the Super­
chf-rger Section w~s transferred in 1943. 

One of the Leboretory's ••.•• 
lone; dis tance courtships will be ,climaxed this week 

end When ;;tey Spaulding, ~SestI!;ngineerin'g, journeys to New 
York to marry his home town girl, Vi rginia Forbes, 

They're still laughing in ',:a shington ••••• 
. about Dolph Henry . The Langley Personnel Office'r wes 

i~ .. the ~apitol city several weeks AgO, spend ing an evening 
\Vl vh fr lends who used to work here. His hostess noticed 
th~t ~~lph shed coat end tie end still nu;naged to ooze per­
SOlraclon like B ~sher coming through. It wasn't until 
after he left however that she found thB t he had been si tt­
ing a Imo s t on top of a 11 ve radia tor--and on a typi cal 
July ni ght ~t that. 

The Loads Office mede merry. • • • • 
on Hank Pearson's one-third interest of Old Glory II 

Ipst weekend on ' an overnight cruise up the James. 3very 
ore-w me1'lber reoeived for his or her weekend efforts a 
~aniu~e typewritten certifiCAte of seA mB nship rating, ~p­
proprut~l~' signed by lieptune Rnd Davy Jones. Since last 
yer.r ' s cruisers left ::.rs. ':roo ,.iatheny a t Jamestown with­
out knowing it, this year en .el~borate sign in-:sign out 
systeM wns used to keep tabs on ever-Jone • . The menu, ad-

The above silhouette was taken in the Structul"eS .tesearoh 
l.J.lbor·n tory by I'ho~o Lab's ':iarren Nelson. The model is ( 
O:dith Rhoades of' Structures. 

FROM AVIATIOI'S · lOa BOO!I 
By Len Arnow 

Growing pAins-----
A t the dtn'lil. of . the 'J.Wentieth Century when the airplanQ 

be~an its phenomenal development it was quite an event for 
an airplane to remain aloft for only a f'ew minutes at a time, 
Therefore. when Nilbur 'liright flew for all of one and a 
half hours during September, 1908, in France, the \'/right 
ma ohine was highly acclaimed. An outstanding feature of 
this flight which amazed onlookers was the controllability 
of bhe ·;'fright· brothers' airplane. Frenoh attenpts to fiy 
at thAt time were hampered by the sluggish WRy in whioh 
their airplElnes handled~ On the other h&nd the aright 

ma chine f.l~w smoothly and respontled precisely to the 
pilot's e?ery whim. It t ook off, climbed, and exeouted 8 

varie ty of maneuvers after '"hich the eirplane landeJ wi th­
out incident. The research done by the ','irig;hts in their 
w~nd-tunnel had peyed off. 

':;'uiok Thinking-----
':Then Alberto Santos-.Ju:nont, the Bra zilian aeronauti­

cal pioneer. vms aloft in ·pne of his Cigar shaped balloons, 
he noticed that it W" S b.eginning to collapse. In descend­
ing; from a high 81 ti bitle tha &ir pump which kept the inside 
of the balloon's envelope under pressure wouldnlt operate. 
C'onseguently as the balloon descended further, the in­
creasing pressure of the ~ t :nosphere tended to hold its 
oigAr s heped envelope like a jaok-knife. Some boys who 
Vlere flying kites in the viQinity noticed ;:iantos-Dumont's 
plight as he be g" n to faU r~p id ly. Under his instructions, 
they t ':lok hold of the belloon' s guide-ropes as theY" came 
within reaoh of the ground end pulled . the balloon into the ( 

. wind. By so doing, Santos-Dumont's fall ~as slowed oon- '-
siderably thus everting a bFJd crack-up. 

!!linis terad by l'hil Javis, is too nou th wa tering to bear 
reprinting. 
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25 YEAR.S SERVICE 
(Continued from page 1) 

"'ngineering and emerged victorious in 
920. 

Upon reporting for duty 9 t the 
1IIb in 1921, he WIIS Fssigned to the 
Flight section and was made section 
h" . d II yael' later. He relll8ined there 
15 years. .>\rlong his reco llections 
of his early days is what he laugh­
ingly refers to as "the COllllllittee's 
first ditching experiment." 

The Lab was conducting a series 
of pressure distribution studies on 
~n ~irship ~t the Norfolk Na'Vsl Air 
Scation end for 1\ year ··1t w!\snec­
essery for a gr"'.lp of men to mala! 
almost daily trips across Hampton 
,loads. They had a ollptlli,l).' s gig 
for water travel but it us~ally 
mAn~ged to run aground. The ferry 
too~ too much time and finelly II 
"Jenny" was as-signed for the trip. 
~ne day Crowley and Sn4 tty De 
Frenoe, the latter a World ',',ar I 
pilot now 3ngineer.-in-Charge at 
Ames, took off for Norfolk Vlith De 
Frence 'a t the controls, The motor 
quit over Fort Monroe. The flyers 
had no parachutes end planned to 
set tb8 ship down on the beaoh but 
found it crowded with bethers. So 
they d~ tched it in .,he ·shRllow we ter 
near shore and both weded in. The 
"Jenny" suooumbed to water dal!lBge. 

"Gus" followed his athletic in-

)
terest at the Laboratory .• playing seo­
ond base and I!l8-~e ging the basebllll team 
in the · middle twenties. 

In 1940 he WIIS moved up frot:l Flight 
and made IIBsistant chief of the old Aero­
dynllmics Division under Elton W. Miller. 
During the reor.ganizlltion of 1943, when 
the ;iesearch Dep"'rtIrie9-t was oreated he 
was named ohief. 

Crowley married Mllrgaret '(iells of • 
Hampton in 1930 and .they 'have two dau­

ghters in the family. He has been pro­
minent in local ye chting oiroles in his 
spare ~ime, serving a Commodore of the 

Hampton Yaoht Club . He is 1I1so a mem­
ber of ·the Eampton Ki wanis Club and is 
a fellow of the Institute of Aeronlluti­
oal soienoes. 

BRIDGE TOURNEY 
WINNERS ANNOUNCED 

The UL',L Bridge Club held their 
re~la.rly bi-weekly duplicate t ourna­
ment las t Tuesday night at; the 3ymes­
~fI;\;on CO!!lmunity Center. Jack leMay 
r nd George Blo~: took top honors for 
north-south with 6 2 percent. ,~ . F. 
Good:nan lind He rry CI a son took firs t 
place f or east-west with 6 9 .~. 

Other·soores weret north-south­
C. J. l.:arks·and Carl '{o ssman with 5S~; 
;;;d Kruszewski and Manny Stein, 4S-;; 
Frances Hoback and Uorm&n Silsby, 41. ~; 
6nd Ned Bowen Bnd Ben Klunker, 38 ;~ . 
Wast-we st - John Crigler end Joe I.la rtin. 
5310; Ida And Annie Young, 52 ;~ ; Bill 
Thompson ~nd Kemb le Johnson. 48~; a nd 
Joy Allen and Pe ggy Smith, 25 ·~ 

On ruesday . August 20, at 7 :30 
p. m. the brid g~ club will hold their 

Air Scoop, August 16. 1946 

SOFTBALL 
ALL TIED 

LOOP 
UP 

-ifi th ··the sea son drAwing rapidly 
to a olose. It .looks like B three way 
tie for first plooe in the men'll soft­
'01111 league with ·S-Fool;, 19-Foot, and 
ai ther Full Scale or PAl{ in the lead. 

Dynamio TUnnels dropped Full Soale 
from e firs!; p1e.oe olinoher spot, 10-S; 
lAst week w.hile· 16-Foot toppled S-Foot, 
8-2. The · 19-Foot team finished its 
seeson. winni~g from l6-Foot, 10-4. 

The only gemes remllining which 
clln IIffeot the plByoff standings are 
Fu11-Scale-~pA.R, with the winner in a 
first plaoe tie And the loser in a 
fourth plaoe ditto, end the AiYT-7iest 
Shops enoounter, whio.h by winning AWT 
ca·n gain a fourth plaoe tie. Already 
in the fourth ·posi tion tie ere Low 
Turbulenoe and Structures. 

·Other games of last week were: 
i'lest Shop s 19 - l6-Foot 10 
Struotures T~ · - KYT 1 
liiD 7 - PRT 0 (forfeit) 
Lollds 7 - · PrlT 0 (forfeit) 

SOFTBALL STANDINGS 
Teem 
3 ' HST 
19' P T 
FST 
PAit 
Low lUrb 
S truotures 
NVT 
16-Foot 
Dynar.tic l\mne Is 
LoAds 
7f. Shops 
7 X 10 
liiD 
P.{T 

SOFTBALL 

W L 
10 3 
10 3 
9 3 
9 3 
9 4 
9 4 
a 4 
6 6 
5 
4 
2 
2 
2 
1 

7 
S 
9 
10 · 
10 
12 

G. B. 

1/2 
1/2 
1 
1 
1 
3 
4 
5 
7 

1;2 
1/2 
1/2 
1/2 

7 1;2 
'( 1/ 2 
9 

STATISTICS 
From sta.tistic8 made evail'able by 

the four teams that have elready fin­
ished their current softball season, 
the fo 110wing ba tters are lis ted with 
IIvereges better then .300. Only those 
who hBve been to bet at least 30 times 
• re 1 isted. 
Player Pos. Team AB 13 R Av e;. 
Sob lfuber I B LTS 40 15 IS . 3'1 5 
Lu ke Liocini P S' EST 38 13 14 . 342 
Joe Vinoke SS 8'RS T 41 14 12 • 34 1 
3i 11 y.auf!nan 33 LTS ~ ~ vO 12 13 .333 
Larry Pf'lrry 13 8'RST 3'( 12 15 .324 
Pat Cllncro SS 19' 47 15 13 .319 
Cliff "mery OF LTS 38 12 12 .316 
Andy Anderson P Str. t o 

. f.. 13 12 • 310 
9111 Kov"n OF ]!l' 30 9 10 .300 

FO,t SALE : 13-foot boa t freme. suit­
able for planking AS outbOArd runabout 
or sa il boat of "Dll rt " class. Price­
~ 10. D. J. Gemflnsky. ICL. 

FO,{ SAU:: Set of 3-inoh miorometers 
in case with standard. Joe Loviner, 
~IIBt Machine Shop. 

rf'lguhr weekly business meeting fol­
lowed by rub ber bridg;e . The club 
sponsors A duplicate' 1;0urnBr.ten t ·on 
every seoond ond fourt h ~e sd ay . of 
enoh month. 
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TENNIS NEWS 
The Portsmou th Gridiron Tennis 

Teem de fea t ed the llACA netters lost 
Sa turdey on the Langley Field courts. 
Portsmouth took six I!l8tches to the 
~lJ..CA' s three. The score s we re : 

Sd Kilgore, Portsmouth, defeated 
Jaok 8rwin, 6-4, 6-1; Stanley Leone,rd, 
Portsmouth, took e 6-3, 6-4. win from 
Johnny Gampbell; Eugene Burroughs, 
Portsmouth, downed ·Bill J ordan, 6-S, 
8-61 Diok Shepherd , Port8l!l0uth, defeat­
ed Leo ao,in. 5-7, 6-2, 6-0; John Kelly 
came tMntogh for NACA with a 6-1, 6-0, 
win ov~ Bill Crump; and Bob Shanks. 
NACA, de£6flted Don Kilgore. a-6, . 6-1. 

In th~ doubles Ed Kilgore and 
LeonBrd. Port8mou~h, defeated Erwin 
end Campbell, 6-2, d -6; Burroughs end 
Shepherd. Portsmouth, defes ted cLoraan 
end Kelly. 6-3, 6-4; end Shanks and 
Dunlllp. NACA took a S-6, 6-4, win 
from Crump and Don Kilgore. 

The current standing of the lad­
der is as fol l ows: 
No. Pl,lIyer 
1 Erwin 
2 Cllmpbell 
3 JQrdlln 
4 Kelly 

~ 5 llogin 
6 H~ynes 
·1 

8 
9 
10 
11 
12 
13 
l~ 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 

Mart~ 

Shanks 
Duriiap 
Spel'ry 
Greenberg 
Weber 
Griffith 
He gginbothom 
Morgan 
Phillips 
Frost 
Ferguson 
ihlbinow 

Seotion 
FGDA 
FFT 
E. Eng. 
PRJ) 

Loeds 
PARD 
PARD 
FFT 
ICL 
Canst. Eng. 
S'RST 
Yf. Eng. 
Const. Eng. 
PARD • 
E. Eng. 
FRO 
D'roS 
Class. 
PRO 

Phone 
2248 

. 2282 
2251 
4587 
4'439 
453'1 
4537 
223 5 
2216 
2336 
2292 
4452 
·2336 
453'( 
2251 
2264 
2246 
238 1 
4597 

LAID OF THE LOIG LEAF PilE 
By RiohBrd Hod ges 

Take me back to North Carolina 
That's the place where I belong 
i,{here the barns lire filled with "baoca" 
And the fields with waving "cllwn." 

Take me beck to dear old !,;other 
For away from Newport News 
','lhere I can rest in solid oomfort 
And throwaway my "store bought" s hoes • 

Take me bFcK to scene s of ohildhood 
Fer nVllly from war and woes, 
Where I can walk the roads in oomfort 
And squeeze the P.lUd between my toes • 

Take me back to the dear ole North 
Sta te, 

The t' So ,the land .of milk and honey 
','!here I can live in u\;:nost luxury, 
And have no use f or all this money. 

Chese ine back across the border 
I oail't go without a shove 
Even tho I like Virg inia 
I long for the stete I "luv." 

':;AliT 8D: Furniture for t hree room 
ap~rtment. Bill Huston, Loads, or 
call Hampton - 5368. 
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OPEN NEW AMES · WI NO TUNNEL 

l' iceured ·in t he upper left hand corner is 9.n aerial view of 
t l~e new 12- Fo ot Pressure .'iind Turmel ae 1Jnes Aeronautica l 
Lab or" t ory, LLoffett Field, Ca lifornia. Upper ri:;ht shows 

tho t;urninr; vanos in ehe air passa ge of the tunnel. Lower 
left is a photo taken looking upstream a t the ?rcp~ller f ans 
And lower ri c:ht is a skei; ch of the new tunnel s howlnp; ar­
rangement of-equipment. 

COMING EVENTS 

The foll owing calendar of com­
ing events at ehe ·:Iest Area rlecrea­
tion Center is printed for the oon­
venience of sections planning fu fAlre 
get- to gethers . 
August 22 - ;,udi ting and Bookkeeping 

Unit picnio 
Sep tember 7 - Full Soale Turmel picnic, 
Septenbe r 20 - :JFiscal Division picnic. 

LOS T: Two ABC books. Norman Lend, 
Tank. 

~ ~ 

EXAMINATIONS OPENED 
The Civil Se rvice Conmission has 

announced exa T. inB eions for pro b" t ional 
appointment f or the follo"Ning posi tions: 
,(efril':era cion end Air Conditioning 
L:e che;:;io, Ins pector of Locomotives, In­
spector of Safety Appliences, Ins?ectcir 
of Hours of Service, Inspector of Rail­
way Si"'nalin'" and Train Con trol, and 
Transp~rtati~n Tariff Examine r. For 
further informa tion ce 11 the . ..,'mployment 
Office. telephone 2272. 

·::ANTED: £lide to rloanoke on Friday, 
AUlrust 30, returning in time for work 
Tu';sday, September 3. l~ary ':Jood, 
Cons truction Engineering, 

The art of taxation co.nsists in so 
pluoking the goose 8S to obtain the 
larges t amount of feathers with the 
least possible amount of hisBing. 

--J. B. Colbert 

The megic of the tongue is the most 
dangerous of all s pe lle. 

--Bulwer-Lytton 




