
LANGLEY MEMORIAL 

15511e I S' , Vol. 5 Langley Field, Va •• May 10, 1946 Page 1 

WE MUST CONSERVE ELECTRICITY 
CLEVELAND ISSUES 

TENPIN CHALLENGE 
The challenge issued by Langley to 

the other two La bora torie s and the 
'.'iaahington Office tor a NACA Duck Pin 
Championship Tourney by mail has been 
aooepted by the Cleveland Laboratory 
and they in turn have issued a ohal­
lenge for 9 similar setup to decide the 
NACA Tenpin Championship. No word has 
been reoeived from the Ames Laboratory 
and the Washington Offioe; however. this 
Laboratory hes aocepted Cleveland's ohal­
lenge and the playoffs for both tourna­
ments will be held May 21. 

Anyone interested in bowling on 
ei ther team is a sked to conta'ot the Air 
Sooop Offioe. Servioe fuildi)lg. telephone 
2376. 

) SRIDGE TOURNEY 
ENTRIES CLOSING 
Entries for the seoond duplicate 

tournament sponsored by the Laboratory 
bridge club must be in by May tenth 
in order to ge t a place in the tourney, 
according to Gene Frank. tournament 
ohairman. Entry fee for non-members 
of the olub is one dollar. 

The tournament is planned for May 
fourteenth at the SymeS-Eaton Com­
munity Center at 8 p.m. However, if 
the curtailment of eleotric powe r 
forces postponement, all entries will 
be notified, All those desiring to 
enter should oontaot Frank, Safety 
Offioe I CRrl :tossman, Struotures "e­
s eRrch Lab; or John Crigler. Physical 
.:'<esearoh Leb. 

YACHT 
TO 

OWNER 
FORM CLUB 

Bill Trail. of Physioa'l Research, 
has recently purch.sed the yacht 
"Fleet", an 81-footer that will sleep 
17. It is powered by twin engines 
of 150 horsepower each. The bo~ t 
needs oonsiderable work to get it into 
shApe and Bill is anxious to form II 

olub to operate the craft as a olub 
yaoht, distriouting t he work and oost 
a1:long; the group. 

)
' Among the facili tie s of the "Fleet" 

are hot and cold water~ bottled ga s 
oook stove, electrio bilge pump, and 
8 1. r ge e le otri 0 refrigera tor, 

Anyone interested may call Trail 
.t the Physioal Hesearch Lab or drop 
him a line at Box 383, Hampton. 

APPRENTI(;E TERM 

TO START MONDAY 
The Sixth term of the Apprentice 

School will begin Monday, May 13. and 
classes will be held at the Ha"'pton 
High School on Monday and ,'Yednesday 
nights from 7 to 9:30 p,m. ,The classes 
ara intended primarily for apprentices 
bu t any person interested maya ttend 
for a nOl!linal fee of $1.75, 

The cla sses offe red are: Elemen­
tary Zlectricity - seoond part; Alge­
bra, Ma chinery's Iiindbook - IB, Sheet­
metal Layout, Simple Aeronautics. and 
Strength of Ma terials - sixth term. 

Persons interested in registering 
are asked to cont6,0 t the Training Of­
fioe telephone 225S, by noon Monday. 

GREEN 
DAN(;E 

(;OW PLANS 
FRIDAY NITE 

Iiil Johnson, Chairman of the Execu­
tive Committee of the Noble Order cf the 
Green Cow, points out that only one 
week remains in which to purchase tic­
kets for the big blow at Grand View Pa­
vilion next Friday night, May 17. Tic­
kets may ge obtairted from the section 
salesmen for a measly four buoks and 
the holder and his female companion 
are entitled to attend all the remaining 
denoes for the 1946 season plus after 
dancing swimming privileges at Grand 
View, that is when dances are held at 
Grand View. 

For the informa tion of those who 
~re interested only in the dancing part, 
;{ed Overton and his orchestra will 
strike up at 9 p.m, and sound off at 
12 midni~ht - Daylight Saving Time that 
is. 

SOME EX-GI'S MAY 
GET TAX REFUND 

Former enlisted men are reminded 
thst any Federal tax paid since 1939 
on service income will be refunded upon 
writing to the Collector of Internal 
Re venue to whom suoh tax we,s paid. 

A si;ate1:lcnt should be II\8de which 
gives t he amount of money paid and, 
if possi:,le, the receipt num:,er for the 
tt;\.X. 

The local Collector of Internal i(e­
venue :nay :,e found at the Post Office 
Juilding on 25 th Stree t and :'';ashington 
I,ve nue, Newport News, for consulta tion 
on r ederal Tax problems. 

LAB HELPING TO 
FURNISH POWER 

Drastic ourtailment of eleotrio 
power throughout the oommuni ty has 
forced the majority of local commercial 
and industrial establishments to oper­
ate on a part-week basiS, and while suoh 
a otion is not expeC'';3d at the Laboratory, 
officials have a sIred all employees to go 
all cut in the oonservation of eleotri­
City, as it is only with sensible act­
ivity that even the miniImlm needs of 
the oommuni ty cen be met. 

The Labora tory i tseU is going all 
out to assist the Virginia Eleotrio and 
Power CompAny in furnishing local power, 
oumping approxinw,tely 100,000 kilowatt 
hours daily to the comnunity from the 
'""est Ares Power Generating Plant. ' The 
plant operate s on fuel oil and is not 
s,ffected by the ooal strike. 

Laboratory employees are asked to 
keep their use of eleotrioity at a 
mini11lUm, both at work and at home. 
All li ghts, fans, and other appliances 
should be cut off when not actually 
needed. 

Norma lly the Laboratory buys its 
b9sio power needs from the looal pow­
er compnny . and uses the Generating 
Plent to take up the slack aild pro­
vide the extra juice for the high 
speed tunnels, like the IS-Foot whioh 
burns up 14,000 kilowatts while hi tt­
ing top speed. However on April 25', 
the feeder line fr~m the Hampton 
VEPCO substation began running cur­
,rent the reverse way with 7500 kilo-· 
wa tt-s going into the d1Vindling re­
sevoir of the community. This 
amount has been supplied daily, ex­
cept Sunday, from 6 a.m. until 12 
midni ght. A total of 3,000,000 
kilowatt hours is supplied daily 
and officials pointed out that this 
is enough to provide for the normal 
needs of over 25,000 averaee ho1:les. 
The plant will generate up to 
10, 'JOO kilowatts, the rest being 
needed for nor.nal Lab operations. 

Never before being foroed to 
take such drastio measures in an 
e1:lerbency, the , shipyard in Newport 
News has out its working hours to 
keep in line with the 24 hours of 
power weekly decreed by the State 
Cor~oration Commission. The yard 
will work only on ",,'Iednesday, Thursday, 
end Friday of eaoh week 8S long 9S the 
emergency exists. Employees will be 

(Continued on page 4) 
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IDW NICE OF TIlE POSY GllOl'IERS 
To the many employees who furnished flowers for the in­

spection Thursday, . go the thanks of the Laboratory and par­
ticularly Mrs. 'Lenore lhloher who was in oharge of floral 
arrangements~ The attraotive array on the lunoheon tables 
spoke 1$11 for the gardening efforts of many Langleyi tes. 
A reminder however, there are still two more days of the 
inspeotion, Monday and Wednesday, and more flowers will 
be needed. 

WILL THIS S TOP THEM? 
The highway from Langley Field into Hampton :got some 

new white lines painted down its oenter this week. Notio­
ed particularly was the double line for a short distance 
on the approaoh to the gate to the post. Virginia law 
decrees that this double line must not be crossed for 
any reason, so that anybody anxious to beat the line must 
now do his passing before he gets that far, 

There are still enough privileged characters driving 
the highway to make life miserable for the average driver 
who hates to see anyone pull · in front of him in line, but 
who still thinks enough of his own car not to hflve a 
bumper bilttle. We oan still hope that eventually they'll 
t .. ke the hint. 

L.AB WO'RKER 
T'OP 

ONCE AMONG 
OUTBOARD DRIVERS 

Dick Geirsoh, of the West Sheetmetal ShOll, was once one 
of the nBtion's top outboard motorboat drivers as B look at 
his room full of trophies show. Serving a ·two· year s tretoh 
in the Navy, Diok reoently returned to the Lab. 

Most of Dick's outboard rBcing took place in the early 
thirties, o.ro1;~.d his native New Jersey. In 1933 he was 
South Jersey, Jersey, and Maryland champion. In 1934, he 
piloted the first Class C boat to finish in the l40-odd 
mile Albany to New York marathon and repeated the perform­
once in the Trenton to Philadelplua marathon. Later in the 
year he took second place in both the President's Cup and 
the National Championships. 

He has long since ceased to mix gasoline and castor 
oil for hiB "Flyaway" rut he still has the trophies to re­
mind him. 

Dick Geirsoh 

WB&-«:ji~OBTI 
Last week Jerry Kayten, • • • • • . \' 

a charter patroon of 33A Kecoughtan Castle or better 
known as Kecanwyok, departed from the Laboratory. Before 
leaving Hampton, he willed to the resident barons a complete 
roster of all the noblemen who have roamed the apartment's 
lIllIrble halls since October, .1940 A.D • . On the document ap­
pear the names of no less than 17 peers of thenPeninsula, 
eight of whom are known to have fallen in the BettIe ot 

. Ba ohe lory" , with the possibility of two other survivors, 
Seven men remain at Langley, four ar~ with the Cleveland 
Lab, one is at the Washington Offioe, and the other five 
have been lost by the wayside. The present dukes, in order 
of lineage. are: Jaok Funk, now on temporary duty at . 
Orlando Air Bese, Irwin Schumacher, East Engineering, Sam 
Rosenfeld, Struotures ~esearoh; and Hal Levitt, East En­
gineering. Alumni still at LMAL are Sid Alexander, Bernie 
Maggin. end fub Schade. Jerry Teplitz, formerly of 19-Foot 
Pr-essu.re .'funnel, is at the Washington Office. More ar­
ticles on other bachelor quarters will probably appear in 
the nAir Sooop" from time to time and the hangout with the. 
largest roster has not been determined as yet. 

Free Flight Tunnel hed ••••• 
a big seotion party ~ednesday evening somewhere near 

Yorktown. Guests still 'are trying to figure out just where 
they went and the most puzzling part of the whole evening 
is juet how 'Bernie Maggin ever managed to find suoh ani 
out of this world plaoe . The members of the party start­
ed out by oar but ended up going the biggest part of the 
way in true Daniel Boone style. 

One of the leAding. . • • • 
Laboratory romanoes was climaxed last Sat­
urday in Henderson, North Carolina. The 
bride was Rowena Daniel, 8-Foot High Speed 
'funnel, and the nervous groom was Johnny 
eeckBr, 16-Foot 'funnel. 

its share of the news this week. Plus the ':.' 
I6-Foot seems to be getting. • • ~ 

marriage. they have also had three babies. Pete 
Korycinski was lead off man with a daughter, 
Nanoy Marie. John Cangelosi followed suit the next week with 
a girl, Nonny Marie, and this past week John Wood proved to 
be the odd man in the lot with a boy. The members of the 
staff are finding it rather hard to stand up under the vapors 
from suoh foul oigars. 

Another romanoe was. • 
climaxed last Friday when Doris Cohen married Bob Jonas. 

Both are members of the Stability Analysis Section. 

Ano~her to join the ranks. • • • • 
of proud papas is R. W. H. Noel of East Engineering. Be 

beoame the father of a daughter, born 'fuesday, April 30. 

( 

.. ... 
I 

,.' i 
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MARTINA 
} PERFECT 

HURLS 
GAME 

MEN'S SOFTBALL 
GETS UNDERWAY 

The men ' s 20ftbell season opened 
Monday with e minor explosion in the 
':!est Area as Airoraft Loads, last sea­
son's last plaoers, trounoed 'l{est 
Shops' Eagles, 11-2, end last years 
ohamp s, 19-Foot, won from the 7;{ Foots, 
13-1. The Low TUrbs followed suit on 
TUesday, taking Dynamio TUnnels, 11-5. 

FIRST CASUAL TV IN 
LEAGUE HISTORY 

Al 1~rtina, leading pitoher in the 
men's softball league f or the past two 
se Rsons, joined the ranks of softball's 
innnortals 'fue sday night when he pi toh­
ed a perfaot game. 

On the mound for the Alberts Sports 
Shop team in the Newpor t News Merohants 
League, Martina pitohed a " no-hit game. 
against the YMCA nine. In additi.on, he 
faoed only 21 batters and struok out all 
21. The feat is unparalled in ioeal 

) SoftOOll oiroles. 

FIVE TEAMS ENTER 
SOFTBALL LEAGUE 

At the organizational meeting he ld 
lest Mondey for the Girls' Community 
Softbell League, five teams were re­
presented and league offioers were 
eleoted. Ferne Driver, 16-Foot Tunnel, 
WIIS elected ohairman, and H3len North­
oross, 19~Foot Pressure TUnnel, seore-

' '{eek Llonday 

Dan Savitsky and Ed Hoffman were 
the big guns in the Loads attaok, gett­
ing three hits eaoh. Paul Harper was 
e ffeotive on the mound for the winnt!rs. 
walking only two men. Bob Stewart and 
Carl Ceoil pitched for the Eagles. 

The 19-Foots put on a 13-hit at­
taok, paoed by Bob Neely and Stan 
Spooner who drove in five runs between 
them. Spooner hit two doubles while 
Neely oo~c~d for s Single, double. 
and a triple. "Miller batted in 7 X 
Foo t s' only run in the fourth when his 
sinele soored Polhamus. Pat Cancro 
pitohed for 19-Foot, allowing six hits. 
John Lowery was on the mound for the 
losers. 

Bart Geer, Bob Nuber, and Lloyd 
Wallaoe got two hits each to lead Low 
'furbulenoe over the Dynamio 'funnels. 
Geer ooll&Oted a home run and a base 
olearing double. Wallace had a per­
feot day with two singles and a walk. 
Maggin led the losers with two for 
four. Dale Burrows pitohed for the 
winners and Red Neihouse for the 
losers. 

tary and treasurer. Following the 
eleotion, plans were disoussed for 
securing adequate playing fields and 
ob taining the necessary equipment. As 
yet, no definite diamonds have been 
seleoted. 

The five teams entered in the league 
are: Presbyterian, Personnel, 16-Foot­
PliT, AWT-7 X 10, and Computers . 

SOFTBALL SCHEDULE 

, -" 

hiike Panz , diminutive " s e oond be se­
man f or riest Shops ' Eagles, became the 
first oasuelty of the current softbell ./ 
seeson and the first serious casualty. 
in the history of the men's league when 
he suffered a fracture of his left 
forearm in the opening game between 
Shops end Loads. 

In the f ourth inning of the game , 
Panz took 8 throwin from the outfield 
to pu t ou t Allen Stokke at "Jecond. As 
he turned for the putout, he and 
Stokke collided, throwing Panz to the 
ground. He fell with his left arm 
under" him, breaking the large bone in 
the forearm, three inohes above the 
wrist. H3 was taken to the Dixie 
Hospi ta 1 end the arm put in a cast. 
It was estimated that he would keep 
the cast on for six or seven weeks. 

Most serious blow to Mike was the 
fp-ot that he would have to stop bowl­
ing. He is currently rolling at a 
186 olip in the Community Tenpin League. 
reting fifth in the standings. He 
WBS to le8d the Laboratory team in its 
matoh with the other Laboratories for 
the NACA ohampionship. 

TUesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 
of Di , mond ":fl Diamond j~~ Di~~ot J l Diamond # 2 Diamond # 1 Diamond iF2 Diamond {fol Diamond # 2 Diamond #1 Diamond J 2 II· 

~.Iay 6 9-6 4 - 11 - I.r~ A 8 - 7 3-1 2 4-13 B 1-14 6-4 
~fttr 13 7-6 2;:!! 9-4 C 3-10 D 1-12 14-13 11-9 

20 a:j, ~ ~.., .. ".n E 9- 3 2-10 1-11 6- 14 F 12-3 13-7 
27 't;1 6' 4 - 2 G 13 -11 14 -10 H o--T 

June 3 1- 13 2-12 I 10~ 3-11 " 8-6 " ~ L O£o..d'l J " 14-12 7-1 J.1d ' 10 3-13 2-14 K - " ~ 9-7 10- 6 L 3-1 14 - 9 
i7 11:~ 10-8 M 12- 6 :. I~O 4- 14 7-3 N 1-9 8- 2 
24 ~ \(fA! 

~ 
8- 3 0 1-10 2-9 P 14 - 11 13-12 

July 1 6 -2 
7t __ - IlWr 12-10 

~ 
R 13-9 

a 9- 8 10-7 S - 2 " I 11 -6 3-14 T 4-13 2-1 
15 lQ- 9 11-8 12-7 6-13 ~ Si .... c:.!· 4-1 3-2 
22 11 -10 12-9 13-8 7-14 4-3 ~,.~r 6-1 
29 12-11 13-10 14 -9 1-8 7-2 6 - 3 ~ 7,(/0 

1. 8- Foot High Speed TUnnel 6 . Hest Area Shops 11. 19- Fo o t Pressure TUnnel 
2 . Full Soale 'funnel 7 . Auxi liary Flight 12. 16-Foot TUnnel 
3 . Atmospherio Wind TUnnel S. Propeller itesearoh Tunnel 13. Instrument liesen roh 
4. 7 X 10 Foot Wind 'funnels 9. " Loeds 14. Structure s ,~esearoh 

5 . Dynamio 'funnels 10. Low TUrbulence 

'::ea!ll At l east six t i me s. ) A. D~tes Jesi .. mted by letters will be for the girls ' soft­
':> nll sCh~dule. " (20 geme s ) 
3 . Home team is the team designated first (e a oh terun is home 

C. ;reined-out games will be rescheduled in the b lank dates 
from the ei ghth week on. 
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The NACA WRS in a way e bit of a 
Godsend to me for the Lab wrote the 
University of Michigan in 1938 request­
ing that some men be sent down by June 
first. .That was during examB and I was 
sent after taking only one final exam. 

I went to work in the Full Soale 
Tunnel and later married one of tbit 
prettiest girls ever to work there--one 
of the prettiest in the world, in faot. 
In 1942 I was transferred to Flight ' 
where I have flown airplanes and play­
ed on all the athletic team.s. 

A test pilot-engineer I've lo·gged 
between 1400 and 1500 hours with 110 
helicopter hours. My first flying 
experienoe came from gliders While at 
sOhool; I got my private licen8e in 
Newport News in 1939. 

I've never ye.t had to bailout or 
oraokup. but I had a close squeak in. a 
few years ago that still chills me 
oooasionally. The torque meter supply 
line of the F4U :t. was .flying broke 
and a quarter ·inoh stream of oil. at 
400 pounds per square inoh pressure 
shot over the windshield. I opened 
the oanopy, ·gotoa look at the field and 
s ta rted in. My goggle B, oovered wi th 
oil , blew away in the stream when I 
stuo.k my head out. and I oonstantly 
b linked one eye in order to see a 
11 ttle ooming in. The oil going througt> 
the angine oaused ground observers to 
think I was ·on fire but luokily every­
thing oame out okay. 

I'll be 30 this month end am a 
native of the Miohigan country eround 
Lake Superior. 

SAVE ELECT RICITY 
(Continued from page 1) 

paid for only the aotual time worked. 
~etail merohants over the entire 

Peninsula have adopted the following 
time sohedule: Monday, olosed all 
day; lUesday . through Friday, open 1 
p.rn. until 5 p.m.; Saturday, open 
10 a.m. until 6 p.m. The local neWB­
papers end radio station have ob­
tained independent power supplies and 
will continue operation a8 usual. 
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ARCHITECT HOPES TO 
"EN,GINEER" VIOLIN 
Not setisfied with hydrodynamio8 

researoh all through the day, Charlie 
Daniels, one of Tank No. l's naval ar­
ohitects, spends his quiet evenings at 
home patiently pursuing the elusive 
element that all reseerohers seek. 
HOwever. it's not the field of hydro­
dynamiCS that interests him after hours; 
it's the· lair of the IllUse tha t Charlie 
invades, with e. Guarnerius in one eye 
and a Stradivarius in the other, be­
Heving tha t some day he can "engineer" 
a top quali ty vioHn~ 

Charlie, who comes from a long line 
of hobbyists, started tinkering with 
strings whiie still in knee pants. For 
a long time he had wanted a cello and 
when asked what he wanted good old 
Santa to bring for Chr1lltmaa, he nat­
urally said a oello. BiB parents, fear­
ing that hi8 interest wasn't as intense 
as he pretended, were a bit in doubt as 
to whether to get him one or not. 
Finally they deoided that the little 
virtuoso should be given a ohanoe· so 
they started on their 19n9 search for 
a cello but could find only an old 
broken one. That was selected ·as his 
Christmas gift. Chuok s till remembers 
tha t Christmas morning, quite a few 
years ago,; when he found a big paper 
bag under the Christmas tree. H!I re­
aohed in and . pulled out the. neok of a 
cello. next the body. and piece by 
piece all the parts of the instrument. 
Being a bit in doubt as to how he 
should reaot to such a peouliar gift, 
Chuck just gave his Dad a funny· puzzl­
ed look. His Dad smiled and said, 
"Son, if you really want a ce}lo bad 
enough you oan put this one together." 
So Charlie got some glue and set to 
work. 

When a senior in oollege, hiB 
brother gave him wood for a cello and 
during his spring ·vacation he aut out 
and made his own. Charlie says that 
the instrument has a very geod tone 
and is better than average but he 
doesn't know wha t made it good - he 
just out it out. H!I now knows that 
an instrument oan be out out of wood 
but he _nts to know how to out out a 
geod one. H!I next wants to make a 
violin so he is doing researoh work 
on the basio 9rinoipals of violin 
making. He has ca talogged all sci­
entifio artioles written on violins 
sinoe 1890 and has also invented a 
few ins trumen ts f or measuring qua­
nti ties . One of his newest· inven­
tions is · an instrument that measures 
the spring constant of the belly of 
the violin. 

I,;huok's theory is that most good 
violin makers oonstruot their instru­
ments from experienoe and intuition 
therefore the informs tion oan not be 
passed on to others and is lost when 
the individual dies. He believes 
that with intelligent soientifio re­
searoh a good violin can be "engineered" 
.not just made and that all the needed 
inform!. tion oan be put down on paper 
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MODEL BUU.~.DERS 
TO DETERMINE 

WINNER SUNDAY 

Jerry Lawis, D.T.O.S., warms up the 
engine of his gas model just before 
take off time in the Brain Buster 
meet. 

The Brain fusters will hold their 
last in a series of meets Sunday at 
Langley Field from 11 a.m. til 5 p.m. 
The series of oontests is being held 
to determine who will be sent to the 
Chioago ViCtory Meet whioh will be 
held from July 4 to 10. So far, Reid 
HIlll. East Engineerillg. has managed 
to win the first two meets and this 
Sunday will determine whether he ia 
top man or not. 

( 

The meet oonsists of a free-flight 
gas A, B. andCC oombine·d with a 10 
seoond engine run. 

PORTSMOUTH AERO CLUB ( 
SPONSORS MODEL MEET 

The Middle Atlantic States Gas 
Model Championship will be held at Mo­
nogram Field, Drivers, Virginia, on 
June 2 from 9 a.m. 'til 4 p.m. The 
field is looated twelve miles west of 
Portsmouth on the old Suffolk Boule­
vard. Signs will be posted along all 
routes leading to ·the field. Trophies 
and various other prizes will be award­
ed to winners up to fifth plaoe. The 
banquet, whioh will follow t .he meet, 
will begin at 5130 p.m. The meet is 
sanotioned by AMA and models must be up 
to requirements. All entries should be 
in by Saturday, May 18 and sent to 
L. R. Purdy, 20 Irwin Street, Portemouth, 
Virginia. : 

WANTED: Ride for one to Roanoke after 
4 :45· p.m. on Wednesday, May 29, or very 
early Thursday morning May 30. Also 
desire return ride in order to arrive 
for work at 8:15 a.m. on Tuesday, June 
4. Mary E Wood, Construotion Eng­
ineering Seotion. 

FOR SALE: 32 Savage automatio pistol. 
W. H. MoNamara, Addressograph Servioe. 

lfANrED I Ride to New York on )fay 29 ·or L 
30. ll. Ii. Seldon, Flight ~searoh. 

for use by future generations. After 
he has completed his researoh and worked 
out satisfaotory formulas, Charlie hopes 
to "engineer" a good violin. 

" 




